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Alhaji Bilya Bala: (Chairman)
Mallam Bilya Bala was appointed as the Board Chairman 
of the Daily Trust Foundation in 2020. A key shareholder of 
the Media Trust Group, Mallam Bilya Bala has garnered a 
wealth of experience as a Businessman and Management 
and Training Consultant, with a wide-ranging and in-depth 
experience of supporting and facilitating reform processes 
in a number of public organizations, where private sector 
participation was being considered. He is a seasoned 
financial expert; Human Resources Management Consultant, 
with specialization in organizational review and structure, 
training and development as well as communications 
strategist. Mallam Bala had worked variously as a Teacher, 
Researcher, Administrator and Human Resources Specialist. 
After a fruitful career in Teaching, Lecturing, Publishing, 
Civil Service and Banking, he founded a Management 
Consulting firm, where as, in other places, now excels. As 
the Board Chairman of the Daily Trust Foundation, he hit 
the ground running, driving the agenda of the Foundation 
with a lot of experience and enthusiasm from being a 
founder and director of several other organizations, not least 
the Renascent Consulting outfit. Renascent had executed 
several National and International Consulting mandates to 
the satisfaction of its clients and partners.

Alhaji Isiaq Ajibola (Member)
Alhaji Isiaq Ajibola attended Ahmadu Bello University, 
Zaria, where he obtained the Bachelor of Science degree in 
Economics in 1988. He later obtained the Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) degree from the same university. He 
co-founded the Media Trust Limited (publishers of Daily 
Trust Newspapers), as pioneer General Manager and later 
became the Managing Director/Chief Operating Officer 
of the Company in year 2007, a position he held until 
December 2014. He is currently the President/CEO of CBD 
Media Edge Communications Ltd, an Abuja-based media 
communications company.

Mannir Dan-Ali (Member)
Mallam Mannir Dan-Ali was Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of 
Media Trust Limited and Editor-in-Chief of Daily Trust, Abuja, 
the parent body of the Daily Trust Foundation between 2007 
and 2020. A media veteran, Dan-Ali obtained a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in English in 1986 from Bayero University, Kano. 
He returned to the same university for graduate studies and 
completed a Master of Arts degree in English Literature in 
1990. He began his career as a secondary teacher in Kano 
and Katsina States, before Journalism in 1992. He is currently 
a board member of Media Trust Group and Chairman, 
Training Committee of Daily Trust Foundation.

Board of Directors
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Dr Mairo Mandara (Member)
Dr. Mario Mandara, a medical doctor, is the Special Adviser on 
Sustainable Development Goals, Partnership, and Humanitarian 
Affairs to the Borno State Governor.  She has worked with the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation as Country Representative 
to Nigeria. A consultant obstetrician and gynacologist, Dr. 
Mandara has extensive knowledge of public health systems and 
managing maternal and child health programmes in Nigeria. 
Between 2005 and 2010, Dr. Mandara was a Senior Country 
Adviser in Nigeria to the David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
and later worked as the Nigeria-based Health Systems Adviser 
for the Earth Institute at New York’s Columbia University.

Engineer Nuru Yakubu, PhD (Member)
Engr. Dr. Muhammad Nuru Yakubu is an accomplished 
Academic and Administrator. He is a graduate of two world-
renowned mining institutions: the Camborne School of 
Mines, Cornwall UK, as well as the Royal School of Mines of the 
Imperial College, London. He joined the faculty of the Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa University (ATBU) in 1982, rising to the rank of 
Senior Lecturer before joining the Kaduna Polytechnic as the 
pioneer director of the college of engineering in 1990, serving 
concurrently as the Deputy Rector (Administration) from 1992 
until he became Rector of the Polytechnic in 1996. He was the 
Executive Secretary, National Board for Technical Education 
(NBTE), serving two consecutive terms, from 2000 until 2010. 
Dr. Yakubu was appointed a National Commissioner of the 
Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) in 2010, 
where he served as the Chairman of the Operations Committee, 
until he retired from the Commission in 2015. He undertook 
several other federal and state government assignments, 
including National Project Coordinator of the UNESCO-Nigeria 
project on the revitalization of Technical and Vocational 
Education. He served on the boards of Joint Admissions 
and Matriculation Board (JAMB), National Directorate of 
Employment (NDE), Rural Electrification Boards of Borno and 
Yobe States, as well as ATBU governing council, as an elected 
representative of the university congregation in 1988. He was 
Chairman of the Presidential Visitation Panel to the Federal 
Polytechnic Ede in 2021. He was a Vice-President of the Council 
for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria (COREN), Fellow of 
the Nigerian Society of Engineers (FNSE), Fellow of the Nigerian 
Academy of Engineering (FNAEng), and Fellow of the Nigerian 
Institute of Management (FNIM). Dr. Yakubu is a recipient of the 
National Honour of the Officer of the Order of the Niger (OON).

Umar Abdullahi (Member)
Malam Umar Abdullahi is a graduate of Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria, and  member of the Association of National 
Accountants of Nigeria (ANAN). A director of Media Trust Group, 
Malam Abdullahi has sat on the boards of local and international 
companies, among them VDT Communications Limited, Bitflux 
Communications Ltd, Adroit Property Developers Ltd, Evolusi 
Tekno SDN (Malaysia), e-Barcs International (Monaco, France), 
Empire Securities Limited, etc. He was also a pioneer council 
member of the Nigeria-Nordic Chamber of Commerce and the 
founding President of Nigeria-Ivorien Chamber of Commerce. 
Malam Abdullahi is widely travelled and has been involved in 
several non-profit organizations and initiatives. He currently 
serves as a board member of Kaduna Electricity Distribution 
Company
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Management Staff

THEOPHILUS ABBAH 
(Programme Director)
Theophilus Abbah joined Daily Trust Foundation as Programme Director in 
2018. He is an award-winning investigative journalist and was the Editor of 
Daily Trust on Sunday and later Managing Editor of the newspaper. Abbah 
holds a PhD in English (Forensic Linguistics) from the University of Abuja.
 

ELE SUNDAY IFAH
(Research & Communications Officer) Ele Sunday Ifah is a graduate 
of Mass Communication from  Redeemers University, Edeh, Osun 
State. He joined the Daily Trust Foundation in 2020 as a research and 
communications officer. A skilled digital journalist, Ele manages the 
Foundation’s website as well as its social media accounts. He also does  
monitoring and evaluation for the Foundation. 

IMMAM NMA SHUAIB (Programme Officer)
Immam Nma Shuaib is a trained Economist from the University of Abuja. 
He also holds a Master’s degree in Development Studies from Bayero 
University, Kano. He is an experienced corporate affairs specialist with a 
demonstrated history of working in the newspaper industry. He is skilled in 
Economic data analysis, Islamic finance, community engagement, strategic  
communications, business communications, as well as monitoring and 
evaluation. He joined Daily Trust Foundation in 2016 as the Programme 
Officer.

FATIMA IYABO USMAN
(Account Officer) Fatima Iyabo Usman is a graduate of Accountancy from 
the University of Maiduguri, Borno State. She has worked as an accountant 
and a classroom teacher. She joined the Foundation in 2022 as an Accounts 
Officer, monitoring budget implementation and managing the finances. 
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Daily Trust Foundation is a not-for-profit entity that 
grew out of the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
component of Media Trust Limited. Through its CSR, 
the media company assisted many indigent persons 
and under-privileged communities in diverse ways. 

Those responsibilities were transferred to the Daily Trust Foundation 
when it came into being in 2015. The Foundation is set out to fulfil 
the following social and humanitarian services: 
I.	 To promote accessibility to quality education by providing 

scholarship scheme for brilliant and indigent students in 
higher institutions in Nigeria; 

II.	 To provide social infrastructure and other social amenities for 
needy communities;

III.	 To support orphanages, Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), 
inmates of correctional centres and any other causes as the 
board would deem fit; 

IV.	 To organize workshops, training and seminars in media 
journalism and other fields of our core competences; 

V.	 To promote peaceful co-existence in the society;
VI.	 To work with other organizations with similar objectives; and 
VII.	 To partner with other beneficiaries in the attainment of 

excellence at  individual, institutional, and the society at large. 
The contents of this document  are about how these objectives have 
been achieved in the last seven years, and what the Foundation 
plans to do in future. 

Introduction
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1. 	 Scholarship Scheme
	 The Foundation offers scholarship to students at different 

levels of education, ranging from primary to tertiary education.  
Under this scheme there are four categories: 

a.	 Female medical and nursing students;
b.	 Nominees of shareholders of Media Trust Limited;
c.	 Orphans of deceased staff; and
d.	 Special beneficiaries. 

a. 	 Female medical students: Under this scheme, female 
medical students are selected from three universities. The 
scheme is the foundation’s contribution to the training of 
female medical doctors in Nigeria. According to statista.com 
an international data aggregation agency, in the  year 2019, 
there were 24,600 doctors in Nigeria for a population of about 
206 million. The majority of them were male doctors, which 
(statista.com) accounted for 16,000, while female doctors 
were only 8,600. A closer look at this figure from the prism 
of Northern parts of Nigeria will reveal a more disturbing 
situation. The North houses the majority of the out-of-school 
children in Nigeria. Out of the estimated  13.2 million out-
of-school children, 10 million are in the North, according to 
2018 UNICEF survey. From this 10 million (77%), the girl-child 
constitutes a significant part of it.  

Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) Activities

Presentation of educational materials at College of Nursing, Bida
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	 The Foundation, as part of its contributions to the effort to 
reduce these challenges, in 2008, instituted the scholarship 
for female medical students in select Nigerian universities. 
Usumanu Danfodio University, Sokoto, University of 
Maiduguri, Borno State and University of Ilorin, Kwara State, 
each representing North-West, North-East and North-Central  
geopolitical zones, respectively. A total of 207 students have 
benefited from the scheme since inception (Seventy-one of 
them at UDUS, 69 at UNIMAID and 67 at  UNILORIN).

	 As at April, 2019 there were a total 84 beneficiaries on the 
scheme, with 28 of them studying in UDUS, 30 in UNIMAID 
and 26 UNILORIN. Each of them now receives N125, 000.00,  
lump-sum support after an upward review from N100, 000.00. 
Students who benefit from the scheme must have moved 
from 100 level to 200 level. They would continue to enjoy the 
scholarship on the condition that they maintain the academic 
performance that keeps them in medical faculty upto their 
graduation from the university.  

b.	 Nominees of Shareholders and Directors: In this category, 
shareholders/directors of Media Trust Group nominate one 
indigent student in the university, not necessarily studying 
medical science, but from diverse fields of study to benefit 
from the scheme. Such nominees who study Medicine receive 
N125,000.00 each, while those who are taking courses in other 
fields are paid N65,000.00. Beneficiaries enjoy the scholarship 
until graduation. 

c.	 Orphans of Deceased Daily Trust Staff Scholarship: Under 
this scheme, children of Media Trust staff who died while in 
active service are awarded scholarships, which they enjoy until 
graduation from secondary school. At the moment,  12 such 
families are benefiting from the scheme. The amount each 
family gets is based on the number of years the deceased staff 
worked, calculated on the basis of their annual basic salary as 
at the time of death.

CSR Activities (Continues)

Presentation of educational materials at College of Nursing, Katsina,
Katsuna State
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2.	 Orphanages 
	 The Foundation also extends its  assistance to orphanages. 

This is to support the efforts of the managers of orphanages 
and orphans in catering for their needs. There are four 
orphanages  that benefit from this intervention: Jamaiyar 
Matan Arewa Premier Orphanage (JMA), Kaduna, Malali 
Orphanage Foundation, Kaduna; Abuja Children Home, Karu, 
Abuja; and NASFAT Agency for Zakat and Sadaqat (NAZAS) .  
For these orphanages, there are two intervention strategies;  
the quarterly subvention, and support during festive periods, 
in which each of the orphanages receives a quarterly token 
of N250, 000.00, and provision of food stuffs, toiletries and 
sanitary wares. 

CSR Activities (Continues)

At Kuje Correctional centre

Jamaiyar Matan Arewa Premier Orphanage

3.	 Prisons         
	 Kuje prison inmates are provided 

with food items, toiletries and 
sanitary wares during festive 
periods. The Foundation, 
however, has changed its 
intervention strategy from 
the provision of these items 
to the payment of small fines 
for Awaiting Trial inmates in 
our correctional centers. The 
Foundation is working with 
the Legal Aid Council on the 
modalities to make the approach 
workable in order to assist in de-
congesting our prisons.      

4.	 Water projects
	 Access to clean water has 
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CSR Activities (Continues)
remained a challenge among dwellers of rural communities. 
The Foundation has provided water boreholes for rural 
communities in several states in the last 10 years. In all,  15 
boreholes have been provided for rural communities in Yobe, 
Jigawa, Kano, Niger, Zamfara, Abuja, Katsina and Bauchi 
States. More recently solar-powered boreholes were provided 
in IDP camps in Adamawa, Yobe and Borno States.     

Boreholeconstructed at Gada LGA, Jigawa State

Borehole at Hope for Survival Orphanage Gishiri, Maitama, Abuja

Borehole at Jiwa community, FCT, Abuja
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(L-R) A MacArthur Foundation board member, Mr. Paul Klingentein, the President of MacArthur Foundation,  
Mr. John Palfrey, the Managing Director, Stephanie Platz and Director (Africa) MacArthur Foundation Dr. Kole 
Shettima (far right) during their official visit to Daily Trust Fountation office in 2020

MacArthur Foundation Grants

Daily Trust Foundation has since 2017, benefitted from the  
MacArthur Foundation’s  grants, on what the US-based 
charity organization terms ‘On Nigeria Project.’ The aims of 

the project are:
	 Enabling independent Nigerian media and journalism 

outlets to investigate and expose corruption and share 
anti-corruption success stories.;

	 Strengthening the criminal justice system through 
nationwide adoption and implementation of 
the Administration of Criminal Justice Act and 
complementary laws and policies;

	 Supporting Nigerian civil society organizations, 
communities, and social influencers to use media reports 
to call for action, mobilize to demand accountability, 
and advocate for policy changes that make it easier to 
prevent, detect, and punish corruption; and

	 Promoting behavior change by supporting faith leaders 
and their followers from across religious traditions to 
interrogate integrity within their respective religions—
and supporting performers, creators, and influencers 
from across Nigeria—to produce and share compelling 
content about corruption and the cost of corruption to 
Nigerian communities.

Daily Trust Foundation has so far received the grants three times in 
order to build the capacity of journalists to engage in investigative 
reporting and produce stories that focus on transparency and 
accountability. The grants were as follows:

S/No Grant Period Amount (USD)

1. 2016-2019 350,000

2. 2020-2021 500,000

3. 2022-2024 750,000

The grants have been used to help journalists across media 
platforms build capacity in select areas of business, economy, and 
governance, with emphasis on investigative, data, and solutions 
Journamlism.
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Trainings conducted do far:
 	 Investigative Reporting: Print, Digital and Broadcast

	 Basic Education & School Feeding
	 Nigeria’s Electricity Sector
	 Budgetary Process and Budget Tracking
	 Agriculture and its Value Chain
	 Nigeria’s Natural Resources: Oil & Gas
	 Nigeria’s Financial Sector
	 Mobile Journalism
	 Copy Editing
	 Editing in the era of Multimedia Journalism
	 Data Journalism: Data mining, cleaning, analysis and 		

	 infographics
	 Statistics & Excel for Journalists
	 Solutions Journalism
	 Digital Marketing
	 Documentary Film-making

MacArthur Foundation (Continues)

MacArthur Foundation President, Mr. John Palfrey, other board members in a group photo with Media and 
Journalism cohort of the On-Nigeria Project during the MacArthur officials visit to Nigeria in 2020

A MacArthur Foundation 
board member, Mr. Paul 
Klingentein addressing 
Media and Journalism 
cohort of the On-Nigeria 
Project during the 
MacArthur officials visit to 
Nigeria in 2020
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MacArthur Foundation (Continues)

Photos from 
Data Journalism 
Training  in 2018
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Reporters and editors trained with funding from MacArthur 
Foundation investigate and produce reports that are 
published on a daily basis in Daily Trust and other platforms. 

Over 500 Daily Trust journalists and reporters from about a dozen 
other media organisations have benefited from the training over the 
years. The platforms include Leadership, Peoples Daily, Blueprint, 
Daily Nigeria, NewsDiary, Nigeria Television Authority (NTA), Nature 
News, PRNigeria, The Authority, National Accord, and Civil Society 
Organisations like Connected Development (CODE) and Progressive 
Impact Organization for Community Development (PRIMOG).  
Reporters from these organizations produce reports, from news to 
investigative, data, interpretative, analytical reports and interviews.  
Below are links to a few of such stories published in Daily Trust 
Newspaper and the impacts they  have made:

The impact of some 
investigative stories published

Ahmed Tahir Ajobe, Minna

Abdullahi Maidamu, 12, was badly 
cut in a boat mishap. He was 
returning home to Malale, Borgu 
Local Government Area, Niger 

State, with three of his siblings, from a farm 
across the river, when their boat developed a 
fault midway into the two-hour journey.

Sudden heavy downpour and turbulent 
waves overturned their boat. But the operator 
and his brothers rescued him and his sister.

He said, “As I tried to find my bearing, a 
tree stump cut through my leg. The pain was 
so severe, I thought I would die as Iya Ramat 
and my sisters did.”

Iya Ramat, Abdullahi’s grandmother died 
with his two older sisters and 23 others, in a 
similar accident in 2015.

For one hour after the accident, Abdullahi 
switched from stump to stump for support, as 
the waves recklessly slapped him, before help 
eventually came. 

After two weeks with no improvement at 
a patent medicine store in Tungan Nailo, his 
father took him to the dispensary in Malale. 
The facility, not well-equipped, is what 
habitants of the 16 communities in Malale 
Ward, rely on. 

Abdullahi and his father, Umar, travelled 17 
kilometres from Tungan Nailo, a community 
downstream of Kainji Dam for treatment in 

Malale. 
Upon arriving at River Niger, his father, 

carrying him on his back, deftly guided him 
to his right shoulder and eventually to face 
him, beckoning on the boat operator, Hamisu 
Wawa, to help lower Abdullahi into the boat.

Annually, these communities along with 
45 others across seven wards downstream of 
Kainji Dam, are threatened by flood, heavy 
downpour and activities of the dam.

Although they frolic with the hydropower, 
only six communities enjoy electricity. They all 
lack water, access roads and medical facilities.

In Malale, Usabatu Muhammad, 16, and a 
herd of cattle arrived at different points of the 
river simultaneously. They all went in knee dip, 
drinking directly from it, just as water vendors 
fetched some, for sale in the community. 

Usabatu sells food to boat operators and 
passengers commuting to neighbouring 
communities.

Her mother, Aisha, 47, and two siblings - 
Maimuna, 9, and Fatima, 12, - died in a 2015 
boat accident in the same river. Regardless, the 
river is where she raises money every holiday to 
pay her school fees. The JSS 3 student desires to 
become a nurse, to assist victims of the yearly 
floods.

Eight major rivers - Niger, Kaduna, 
Gbako, Eko, Gurara, Ebba, Mariga - and their 
tributaries traverse Niger, making it disaster 
prone.

Borgu’s Emir, Alhaji Muhammad Dantoro, 
Kitoro IV, said Kainji Dam is considered the 
most important hydro-electric power plant in 
the country with a 760 megawatt generating 
capacity.

However, its establishmentin 1968 came 
with a steep price for host communities in 

Borgu and Yauri emirates. 
The Niger State Emergency Management 

Agency (NSEMA) said the project displaced 
44,000 inhabitants in the upstream, who were 
also forced to abandon their ancestral land 
through what experts call “forced evacuation” 
but authorities tag “resettlement.” They 
were resettled in New Bussa, Yelwa, Wawa, 
Nasarawa, Shagunu, Sabo Pegi and Monai.

Like Kainji, the construction of Jebba Dam 
in 1985, displaced 6, 000 from 42 villages. They 
were resettled in 21 locations in the hinterland 
known as Jebba villages within the Lake Basin. 

The construction inundated about 950 
hectares of land from New Bussa to Jebba. 
Settlements along the shoreline that were 
102meters below sealevel were merged and 
resettled into new communities further inland.

Similarly, the construction of Shiroro Dam 
with a 600 megawatt generating capacity, 
displaced 36 communities.

Forfeiting ancestral lands among others 
came with high expectations and optimism 
that the projects would further enhance their 
fortune.

Danjuma Iliya’s family abandoned their 
family burial ground.

“We do not know what happened to the 
corpses after we left. We couldn’t exhume them 
to the new site,” he lamented. The family shrine 
was also lost to the hydropower project.

Haliru Suleiman in New Bussa, said most of 
the artifacts and monuments of their forebears 
were lost during the relocation.

The economic, social and environmental 
impacts of the dams on communities 
inhabiting the floodplains and downstream 

Damned by dams: How hydro-
dams affect Niger communities

  Burial site in Kuduru for flood victims Cont’d. on next page
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Rather than provide succour, riverine communities are living in fear of dams around them.

12 Sunday, September 2, 2018feature

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Dutse

The schools are categorised into 
model one and two. Model 
one is day while in model 

two is boarding. However, at takeoff, 
the state government revisited the 
original plan of the project and 
remodelled it by also making the 
schools in model one boarding. 

Model one Tsangaya Islamic 
schools located in Birniwa and Sule, 
the headquarters of Birniwa and 
Suletankarkar local governments, as 
well as in those in Tarabu, Mai’aduwa, 
Danbarama in Kirikisima, Gagarawa 
and Jahun local government areas, 
were established to accommodate 
only 50 pupils each.

But the model two schools, 
located in Gantsa and Gwiwa in Buji 
and Gwiwa local government areas 
have the capacity to enroll over 300 
pupils because right from inception, 
they were designed with all the 
facilities required of any boarding 
school.

The model two schools in Gantsa 
and Gwiwa started on a sound footing 
as the state government provided 
all the logistics as contained in the 
blueprint of the scheme.

The state government provided 
the schools with nine conventional 
and three Qur’an teachers, cooks, 
three square meals, uniforms, 
toiletries and beddings. The schools 
were also provided with functional 
boreholes and utility vehicles.

The conventional teachers 
were made to teach nine different 
subjects while the Qur’anic teachers, 
otherwise referred to as Alarammas, 
took care of purely Islamic subjects in 
form of typical Tsangaya setting.

In each school there’s a hall 
for Qur’anic recitation, where the 
almajirai converge for Tsangaya 
lessons.

Unlike the conventional teachers 
who are on various salary grades, in 
accordance to their qualifications 
and experiences, the Alarammas, 
were all employed on Grade level 
6. Also, the cooks have been on 

temporary employment, with N5,000 
remuneration per month.

All efforts to ensure that their 
monthly allowances are regularized 
have hit a brick wall as the authorities 
have been making empty promises.

By its original design, the 
schools are supposed to have 
classrooms, clinics, Qu’nic recitation 
halls, language laboratories, 
entrepreneurship, as well as 
information and communication 
technology centres.

Findings by Daily Trust on 
Sunday revealed that in Gantsa 
model two boarding school, hostel 
accommodation for the pupils is quite 
insufficient. Some pupils sleep on the 
floor without mattresses while the 
roofs of the two blocks of the hostel 
were blown off by wind, a situation 
that forced them to converge on 
the other unaffected hostels. It was 
discovered that despite a series 
of complains to the authorities 
concerned, the affected hostels have 
been in a deplorable condition for 
about two years.

Checks also revealed that  the 
school clinic, which has never been 
put into use, is not only standing with 
empty shelves but also has a section of 
its roof blown off by wind.

One of the two motorised 
boreholes, which has been the source 
of water for the school, has since 
broken down. The school cannot run 
the functional one on diesel, neither 
is it connected to electricity. If not for 
the alternative manual borehole, the 

story of water shortage in the school 
would have been pathetic.

The security of the almajirai is 
also under a serious threat because 
about one kilometer of the fence of 
the school has collapsed for over two 
years without any effort to rebuild it, 
leaving a free access to the bush.

Furthermore, the school’s only 
available vehicle has been grounded 
for over three years now despite the 
fact that the school is located far from 
town and there could be emergency 
cases notwithstanding. 

At the entrepreneurship section 
of the school, which accommodates 
the information and communication 
technology, tailoring and carpentry 
centres, various equipment have 
been laying waste. This is because 
since inception, the centres have been 
under lock and key.

Our investigation revealed that 
the school with 17 classrooms, has 
a population of 347 almajirai. By 
any standard, the ratio of pupils per 
class is fantastic, but there’s clear lack 
of maintenance, which is putting 
pressure on the facility.  

It was also discovered that three 
years after the establishment of the 
school, most of the social incentives 

enjoyed by the pupils are gradually 
being withdrawn. For example, they 
no longer enjoy free laundry and 
toilet soaps and uniforms.

The story is the same at Mai’adua 
in Gagarawa Local Government 
Area. The Mai’adua Tsangaya Islamic 
School, which houses 50 pupils, falls 
under the category of model one. The 
school has only two conventional 
teachers. One of the teachers was 
posted to the school under the 
N-Power programme while the other 
one is the school clinic attendant who 
converted himself to a classroom 
teacher. There are three Quarnic 
teachers in the school.

The school has only two 
classrooms and two hostels that 
accommodate the 50 pupils. It was 
also observed that the small Qur’anic 
recitation hall in the school has 
started wearing away because parts 
of its ceiling have started falling off.

Daily Trust on Sunday also 
observed that the small portion of 
land on which the school was built 
is grossly inadequate for academic 
activities for the 50 pupils. It was 
also gathered that since the first 
intake, the school has not admitted 
any almajiri again as the classrooms 
and hostel accommodation are not 
adequate.

Also, the school is not connected 
to electricity. As a result of this, the 
pupils live in darkness at night. Unlike 
in model two schools, the Mai’adua 
school does not have provision for 
entrepreneurship, which suggests 
that after graduation, the almajirai 
may go back to status quo.

When our correspondent visited 
another Tsangaya model school 
in Danbarama in Jahun Local 
Government Area, it was under lock 
and key as it is not yet commissioned. 
However, it was discovered that 
sections of the school was gutted by 
fire.

It was also observed that the 
Quaranic recitation hall of the school 
was converted to a warehouse as it 
was stocked with foodstuffs.

When our correspondent 
contacted the director of special 
programmes, Jigawa State Universal 
Basic Education Board,  Garba 
Ubandi, he said there were about 
700 almajirai pupils across the seven 
Tsangaya Islamic schools in the state. 
He added that part of the conditions 
for admitting an almajiri in the 
school is the ability to recite his slate.

“The curriculum of the model 
schools, which covers classes one 
to three, was specifically designed 
by the Universal Basic Education 

Commission (UBEC), but classes 
four to six use the conventional 
syllabus. 

“In the past, the State Universal 
Basic Education Board used part of 
its overhead cost to supply toiletries, 
laundry soap, detergent and others 
to the schools, but now, due to the 
present poor economic situation in 
the country, some of these services 
have been stopped. 

“They attend tailoring, carpentry 
and information and communication 
technology schools. Model schools 
don’t have laboratories. The clinics 
are not functioning because they are 
yet to start getting supply of drugs. 
The pupils attend public hospitals 
like any other child in the state.

“Plans are underway to expand 
these schools to give room for more 
of these almajirai to be enrolled into 
the system. There is no school hostel 
that has its roof damaged. If there is 
any, we are yet to get report from such 
schools. As soon as we get the report, 
action will be taken,’’ Ubandi said.

An educationist and deputy 
provost of College of Education, 
Gumel, Dr. Babayo, also told our 
correspondent that the setback 
recorded on Tsangaya Model 
Schools was because government is 
no longer committed to the project. 
He said that for the schools to 
succeed, government must be actively 
involved, adding that it is a good 
channel to eradicating ignorance and 
the almajirai menace in the North. 

“The Quaranic teachers must 
be trained on formal teaching 
techniques. Government should 
also intensify campaign on 
enlightenment, especially on 
parents who have apathy for western 
education,’’ he said.

The integration of the Tsangaya 
Islamic education into the western 
system had helped in sending 
hundreds of almajirai off the streets 
of Jigawa State, but the inability of 
government to do the necessary 
things is threatening the system.

The integration of both systems of 
education was a Federal Government 
project which came into being in 
2012, with a view to ensuring that all 
Nigerians have access to at least basic 
education. Various state governments 
where such schools were established 
were saddled with the responsibility 
of providing teaching and non-
teaching staff, as well as other 
necessary logistics for their operation.

The pilot scheme started in seven 
selected states across the country, 
namely, Niger, Kano, Adamawa, 
Yobe, Katsina, Oyo and Jigawa states.

Tsangaya schools: How govt’s negligence 
keeps Jigawa almajirai in streets

 A section of  Gantsa model school

 Some students of the  Mai’adua Tsangaya school

 A hostel in Gantsa Tsangaya model school

The inability of the Jigawa State 
Government to maintain and expand the 
Tsangaya Islamic schools in her domain 
is discouraging a lot of almajirai, forcing 
a good number of them to remain in 
the streets, where they beg for alms for 
survival. Daily Trust on Sunday reports.

Damned by dams: How hydro-dams affect 
Niger State communities, by Ahmed Ajobe,  
published on Saturday, August 18, 2018: https://
www.dailytrust.com.ng/damned-by-dams-
how-hydro-dams-affect-niger-

Tsangaya schools: How govt’s negligence 
keeps Jigawa Almajirai in streets, by Aliyu 
Hamagan,  published on Sunday, September 2, 
2018: https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/tsangaya-
schools-how-govt-s-negligence-keeps-jigawa-
almajirai-in-streets-268603.html.

IMPACT 

After the publication, Mainstream Energy, 
which is in charge of Kainji and Jeba 
Hydropower stations, called our reporter, 
Ahmed Ajobe, to gather more facts about 
the travails of the people in the affected 
communities. With Ajobe, the officials toured 
the communities affected in  Borgu and New 
Bussa LGAs.

To cushion the negative effects of the 
project on the people,  the electricity 
company sponsored the clearing of a site 
for the establishment of a hospital. As at 
2019,  electricity was being extended to that 
community. Also, some boreholes were 
provided by the company to the community 
with potable water. Furthermore, a Federal 
Government team contacted our reporter 
for more information about the story, and 
subsequently  visited the location. Daily Trust 
Foundation learnt that government had set 
in motion the process of building a ‘hostel’ to 
house the IDPs while a permanent place was 
being identified  for their relocation.

IMPACT 

After the story was published, the Jigawa State 
Universal Basic Education Board chairman,  
Salihu Zakari, organised a press conference to 
say the schools had produced students who 
had been admitted into JSS. 

He claimed the Daily Trust report was an 
attestation to the predicaments being faced by 
the state in running the schools and that Daily 
Trust’s investigative story was  being forwarded 
to the Federal Government for necessary 
supportive action.
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EDUCATION

QUOTE OF THE DAY
We receive three educations, one from our parents, one from our school-masters, and one from the world. The third 
contradicts all that the fi rst two teach us - Baron de Montesquieu

From Bashir Liman & Dickson S. Adama, 
Jos 

In Plateau State, the home 
grown feeding programme 
was started on 23rd July with 

about 1,400 vendors instead of 
4,473 that are supposed to serve 
pupils in primary 1, 2, and 3 in 
public schools. 

The criterion followed by the 
authorities in the state requires 
that the vendors must live within 
their communities and must 
be healthy. Those found with 
hepatitis were replaced. 

Dr. Sumaye Fadimatu Hamza, 
the State Focal Person of the 
Social Investment Programme 
(SIP) that is saddled with 
responsibility of coordinating 
the feeding of primary school 
pupils in the state said the 
validation issues faced by 
the vendors hindered the 
smooth implementation of the 
programme.

She said if the vendors were all 
on board, the sum of about N20 
million would be spent each day 
in the state on the programme.

“But based on the population 
of about 290,000 pupils that 
we have, we are to spend N70 
per pupil every day. When you 
multiply the total number of 
pupils by N70 we are going to 
spend about N20 million per day 
for Plateau State alone; multiply 
that by four weeks, excluding 
weekends,” she added.

Dr. Hamza who is also an 
Executive Assistant to Governor 
Simon Bako Lalong  of the 
state on Social Investment 
Programme, added that the 
vendors must have a valid Bank 
Verification Number (BVN), 
because the transmission of the 
money would be done directly 
from  the Federal Government to 
the vendors. It doesn’t go through 
the state government or local 
government, or her own office, 
she explained.

She said what hindered the 
success of the programme was 
because some of the vendors 
didn’t have a valid BVN. Others 

Vendors pose challenge to 
Plateau free school feeding

  Vendor distribute food in a school.

borrowed other people’s BVN, and 
“their names weren’t matching so 
they have not been paid.” 

She said all the primary schools 
in the state were expected to 
benefit from the programme and 
each vendor was supposed to 
serve an average of 70 pupils per 
day: That was easier to manage 
and to be sure of the quality of 
the food. 

“You will find out in a school 
that you have about five vendors, 
and one vendor has a complete 
record, which means the school 
is feeding but not all the pupils 
captured to be fed were fed,” she 
stated.

Dr. Hamza said the authorities 
were about to overcome the 

challenge after inviting the 
vendors to validate their BVN.

“On resumption, a decision 
was taken by the Federal 
Government that every state 
must have 90% of validation 
before feeding will commence. 
It took us time to effect the 
corrections, and we have sent 
data to the National Data Base. 
Corrections have been made; we 
still have about 10% that have 
issue of un-matched names,” 
she said.

She said once the Nigeria Inter 
Bank Settlement System (NIBSS) 
finished validation, it would be 
passed to the National Budget 
and Planning office to authorize 
the payment.

Dr. Hamza said, “We are now 
waiting for payment, it has 
reached that level, what has 
caused the delay was the process 
of validation. And I was in touch 
with the federal office, and they 
said that they are going to credit 
the accounts of the vendors this 
week. This delay is a result of 
sorting the data, to ensure that 
we have integrity of the data we 
are using.” 

She listed some of the 
schools that benefited from the 
programme to include, Baptist 
Park School, Tudun Wada 
Primary School in Jos North 
Local Government, and LEA Girl, 
Du, Rabin Du, in Riyom Local 
Government as well as primary 
schools in Foron, Barkin Ladi 
Local Government.

She further stated that 
some schools in every local 
government of the state have 
been fed, except in Bassa Local 
Government because all the 
women in the list under the LGA 
were from other areas of the 
state.

  Pupils eat free meals.

By Misbahu Bashir 

Thousands of individuals, 
who are interested 
in teaching in basic, 
secondary and tertiary 
institutions on Saturday, 
wrote the Teachers 
Professional Qualifying 
Examination administered 
by the Teachers Registration 
Council of Nigeria (TRCN). 

The council’s registrar, 
Professor Josiah Olusegun 
Ajiboye, said during the 
exams in Abuja that 
henceforth all candidates 
wishing to earn teaching 

certification must pass the 
qualifying exams which 
would be conducted in 
May and October every 
year. 

He said,  “Before now 
everyone was registered as 
a teacher.”

He said the exam was 
computer-based and 
candidates were grouped 
into four with PhD holders 
in category A, master’s 
degree, category B, first 
degree, category C and 
NCE holders category D.

He said,“Those who will 
not pass are not ready to 

become teachers.”
He said Plateau State 

had 1,600 candidates and 
was the highest followed 
by Kano State with about 
1,000 candidates. 

Minister of Education, 
Malam Adamu Adamu, 
represented by the 
Permanent Secretary, 
Sunny Echono, said 
the qualifying exam 
for teachers was very 
important because it 
ensured quality control.

A source said over 10,000 
people took the exams 
nationwide.

From Romoke W. Ahmad, Ilorin

The Registrar, Joint Admissions and 
Matriculation Board (JAMB), Professor 
Ishaq Oloyede, has said the board may not 
reduce the Unified Tertiary Matriculation 
Examination (UTME) fee for next year.

Oloyede stated this during an interview 
with journalists in Ilorin, the Kwara State 
capital.

He said the board had initially thought 
of reducing the fee but unwholesome 
activities of some ‘so-called poor parents’ in 
2017 UTME no longer made the reduction 
attractive. 

Oloyede explained that many arrested 
people during the last UTME had collected 
huge amounts of money from ‘poor’ 

parents to seek unlawful support. 
“It’s one of the options but what’s 

militating against it is that I’m not convinced 
and I don’t think the board too is convinced 
that the so-called poor people are genuinely 
poor. Our findings have revealed what 
people spent in corrupting the society; 
what parents paid seeking unholy support 
and that parents are prepared to cut corners 
showed that if actually they are poor they 
will not be able to secure the resources they 
are wasting,” he stated.

On the controversy trailing the huge 
amount of money returned to the Federal 
Government coffers by JAMB this year, 
Oloyede said the board is not a wasteful 
agency so whatever came in would be 
appropriately remitted to government.

Would-be teachers write certifi cation exam JAMB may not reduce UTME fee
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 Electric crane at the Eleme gas turbine

Rivers’ Multi-
billion Naira Power 
Project Rots Away
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Makurdi electricity customers kick over crazy bills
From Hope Abah, Makurdi

El e c t r i c i t y 
consumers in 
Makurdi, the 

Benue State capital, 
are groaning over 
huge energy bills from 
the Jos Electricity 
Distribution (JED) Plc, 
with many residents 
describing the 
situation as annoying 
and fraudulent.

Some of the 
customers express 
worry that they do not 
get value for their money 
with several epileptic 
supply of electricity 
while others recounted 
how they lived in total 
blackout for most 
part of the month but 
were compelled to pay 
for 30 days through 
the estimated billing 
system.

They said they were 
worst hit in March 
2018 when supply 
completely dipped. 
To their chagrin, the 
bills for those who 
spoke with the Daily 
Trust were higher than 
February’s when supply 
was better.

Rosario Orsars, lives 
in a one bed-room 
apartment around 
the modern market in 
Makurdi metropolis. 
For just little appliances 
and a few bulbs, she 
is still billed heavily as 
her monthly bill ranged 
from N5,000 to N7,000. 

Although the 
estimated billing 
method approved 
by the Nigerian 
Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) 
for the 11 Distribution 
Companies (DisCos) 
mandates the firms to 
do energy audit for their 
customers to optimal 
estimation, Rosario, 
a Residential 2 (R2) 
customer of Jos DisCo 
has never known that at 
her premises. 

A resident at the 
International market 
axis of Makurdi, Mark 
Ater, also lives in a 
one-bedroom house 
with simple electrical 
appliances but is billed 
N8,000 and latter raised 
to N10,000.

“I felt so bitter about 
the bill that I had to 
confront the marketer 
who promised to 
consider it. The next 
month, it dropped 
to N4,000. It is quite 
annoying, and I wonder 
why they exploit us,” 
Ater said.

At Vershima Street, 
Ankpa Quarters 
Extension, Mrs Onyeje 
Joel’s pain is on the 

prepaid meter. She 
consumes N6,000 
worth of units monthly, 
suspecting some form 
of tampering with the 
meter by the DisCo 
upon installation. “My 
experience is horrific,” 
she lamented.

The plights of Ater 
and Rosario depict the 
nightmare of many 
Makurdi residents who 
are customers of Jos 
DisCo on either prepaid 
meter or the infamous 
post-paid estimated 
bills which they say is 
exploitative, abnormal 
and unreasonable. 
Worst still, the 
estimated charges are 
high despite the erratic 
power supply.  

More instances of the 
exploitation especially 
on the estimated billing 
method was captured 
by our correspondent 
at other parts of the 
metropolis.

Emeka Anyaoku at 
Ter Guma Street, North 
Bank said it was over 
three months since 
outage hit the area but 
bills have been coming 
to the residents. “The 
blackout occurred at 
the new bridge where 
cables were vandalized. 
We learnt that the 
contractor absconded 
and so the entire 
vicinity has been in 
darkness including the 
Nigerian Army School 
of Military Engineering 
(NASME), 72 Special 
Forces Battalion, the 
Federal University of 
Agriculture, and the 
College of Advanced 
Studies,” he said.

Baaki Mathew Ayuka, 
the Vice Chairman 
of JED customers’ 
consultative forum in 
the area confirmed the 
outage and exploitation 
as he hinted on possible 
protest plan by the 
forum.

“For about two 
months, we have hardly 

had light. We have been 
complaining to JED and 
yet no improvement,” 
he lamented.

Ayuka however said 
he was not aware of  the  
existence of Nigeria n 
Electric ity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) 
Forum Office in the 
state, neither did he 
know that complaints 
could be channelled 
to the commission for 
redress.

Emeka Loko of North 
Bank said he gets 
N12,000 bill for his six-
room home but didn’t 
get light for at least 
three consecutive days.

Loko had severally 
requested for meter but 
was often told they were 
not available, adding 
that he had reported 
the crazy bills to JED 
but with no respite. He, 
too wasn’t aware of the 
NERC Forum Office in 
the state.

“I requested for 
meter, but they said it 
was not available. This 
N12 , 000 bill is so high 
and yet we don’t even 
see the light,” he said.

For Mrs Olufunke 
Ejembi, who lives at 
Adeke on Naka road, 
she went to JED office in 
Makurdi in April after a 
very high bill in March. 
“I had to visit the office 
of JED to complain 
but no remedy. March 
bill was annoying for 
me because there was 
no power supply for 
even one day, yet they 
brought huge bill,” she 
said.  

Independent findings 
by Daily Trust showed 
that some customers 
in the same environs 
pay about 50 per cent 
of the high bills with 
their prepaid meters. 
However, other prepaid 
meter users protested 
exploitative reset of the 
meters by the DisCo 
as they claimed ‘fast’ 
credit consumption. 

However, majority 
of the JED customers 
largely due to ignorance 
do not lodge their 
complaints with NERC 
for possible solution 
when their rights were 
infringed upon.

Such consumers 
maintained that non-
availability of prepaid 
meters was only an 
excuse orchestrated for 
estimated billing which 
they in their thinking 
assumed was nothing 
but a scam that must be 
addressed by NERC.

Under the Electric 
Power Sector 
Reform Act, 2005, 
NERC established 
a methodology for 
determining electricity 
tariffs in the Nigerian 
Electricity Supply 
Industry (NESI) referred 
to as the Multi-Year 
Tariff Order (MYTO), 
which defines tariffs for 
electricity generation, 
transmission and 
distribution to ensure 
none of the parties was 
cheated.

It also said unmetered 
customers are to be 
issued electricity bills 
strictly on NERC’s 
estimated billing 
methodology as they 
are obliged to pay for 
electricity used within 
the stipulated time 
frame, and can contest 
bills if they are higher 
than their normal bills.

But the findings 
revealed that the DisCo 
did not comply with the 
regulations as none of 
the many consumers 
could remember when 
the DisCo issued a 
written notice to them.

At the NERC’s Forum 
office in Makurdi where 
customers can lay their 
complaint, an employee 
said consumers had 
been coming to report 
grievances. 

But Head of  the 
Makurdi Forum Office 
of NERC was not 

available during several 
visits to the office, while 
an email to the office 
was also not answered.

Emails, phone calls 
and messages sent to 
commission’s  public 
affairs unit at the 
headquarters were 
also not answered  as 
at the time of filing this 
report. 

JED dismisses 
claims of meter 
scarcity,   huge bills

The Regional 
Manager of JED in 
Makurdi, Aondoakaa 
Denen, has said that 
prepaid meters are 
available and currently 
being administered to 
customers on request 
and through the 
company’s strategic 
coverage plan.

“We have meters 
and we are presently 
metering our 
customers. In Makurdi 
town, between last year 
and now, we installed 
close to 6 ,000 prepaid 
meters and as we speak 
now, we have close to 
5 ,000 meters in our 
store and more are 
expected,” he said.

On the overbilling of 
consumers and load 
shedding (rationing), 

he insisted that proper 
assessment of premises 
was always done based 
on the load in the 
houses before the bills 
were issued.

Denen said the 
outage at North Bank 
will be addressed with 
the ongoing Federal 
Government’s power 
project in the area 
when completed.

For the prepaid 
meters allegedly set to 
read higher, Denen said 
the meters were perfect 
and reading customers’ 
c o n s u m p t i o n 
accurately. He 
advised consumers to 
manage their energy 
consumption patterns.

He also said 
aggrieved customers 
could seek redress at 
the JED’s complaints 
desk if they noticed 
overbilling with the 
estimated method. 
“They should write to 
us and we will verify 
their claims and 
correct errors where 
necessary,” he said.   

 This report was done 
with support from the 
Daily Trust Foundation 
and the MacArthur 
Foundation.

The impact of some investigative stories 
published (Continues)

Eligible customers: Kainji, Jebba GenCos 
deliver 24 hour electricity to 7 firms: 
Published on August 27, 2018: https://www.
dailytrust.com.ng/eligible-customers-kainji-
jebba-gencos-deliver-24-hour-electricity-to-7-
firms-267761.html.

Makurdi electricity customers kick over 
crazy bills, by Hope Abbah, published on 
July 3, 2018: https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/
makurdi-electricity-customers-kick-over-crazy-
bills-259173.html. 

Rivers’ Multi-billion Naira Power Project 
Rots Away, by Victor Edozie published on 
July 15, 2018: https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/
rivers-multi-billion-naira-power-project-rots-
away-261008.html.

Story on school feeding in Plateau State 
entitled “Vendors Pose Challenge to Plateau 
Free School Feeding Programme” Published 
on October 19, 2017: https://www.dailytrust.com.
ng/vendors-pose-challenge-to-plateau-free-
school-feeding.html

IMPACT 

Several organisations called our reporter to 
confirm the effectiveness of the new (positive) 
development in the sector, in order to key into 
it.

IMPACT 

As at the time our reporter did this story, 
the North Bank community in Makurdi had 
planned a protest against crazy bills. However, 
a week after the publication, Jos Electricity 
Company intervened. The crazy bills were no 
longer being given to consumers as rampantly 
as they used to be issued by the electricity 
company.

Electricity supply improved. Previously, 
the community could stay for six months 
without electricity.  A community leader told 
our reporter in early September, 2019 that 
electricity was more regular in the community.

IMPACT 

The project generated a controversy in Rivers 
State. After publication of the story by Daily 
Trust, the state government set up a probe 
panel to investigate the cost of the contract 
and examine its integrity. The transaction was 
between Rivers State Government under ex-
Governor Rotimi Amaechi and Sahara Energy.

IMPACT 

The story emphasized the shortage of vendors 
in the school feeding programme, hence many 
schools were not covered. After the publication 
of the story, the state government intervened 
by helping vendors to obtain their Bank 
Verification Numbers (BVNs) so that they could 
open bank accounts to receive payments. As 
at June, 2018 the issue had been resolved and 
most vendors had returned to work.



17

Magaji Isa Hunkuyi, Jalingo

Over 420,000 
communities in the 
Central Senatorial 
District of Taraba 

State do not enjoy electricity from 
the national grid a Daily Trust 
survey has revealed.

 The district is comprised of 
five local government areas and 
is twice the size of some states 
in the federation. The five local 
government areas in the district 
are Gassol, Kurmi, Bali, Gashaka 
and Sardauna. It is the largest 
district in the state in terms 
of population, landmass and 
potentials.

However, the only town in the 
district that is connected to the 
national grid is Suntai: hometown 
of a late former Governor of the 
state, Danbaba Suntai.

Daily Trust further gathered 
that even Suntai town was 
connected to the national grid 
courtesy of the late Suntai, but 
the other towns in the district, 
including the headquarters of 
the district, Bali, have not been 
connected to the grid.

Daily Trust findings reveal 
that some of the local government 
areas in the district like Bali and 
Sardauna were created in 1978, 
while Taraba State was created in 
1991: which means they are older 
than the state itself.

According to our findings, 
the only local government area in 
the state that is not in the central 
district and is not connected 
to the national grid is Karim 
Lamido: which is in the Northern 
Senatorial District.

The remaining nine local 
government areas: Wukari, 
Ibbi, Donga, Takum, Ardo-
Kola, Yorro, Zing, Lau, Ussa 
and Jalingo, including Yangtu 
(Special) Development Area, are 
connected to the national grid.

Absence of electricity in the 
central zone has hampered socio/
economic development in the 
area. The absence of electricity 
has also led to air pollution as 
small and big generating plants 
are the main sources of electricity.

Industries located in the zone 
like the Highland Tea Company  
in Kakara village of  Sardauna 
Local Government Area, the 
Baissa Timber Company and 
the  Baissa Palm Oil Processing 
Company in Kurmi Local 
Government Area, were closed 
down for many years due to high 
production cost mainly to lack of 
stable power supply.

The tea company, for 
example, was operating on 
generating plants for many years, 
with constant closure, until 
recently when the Taraba State 
Government and an international 

agency jointly built a 400kw 
hydro power plant at Tunga, 
which now supplies electricity to 
the company.

The Tunga Dam, according 
to our findings, was initiated by 
the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO); UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
and several other United Nations 
agencies and the Taraba State 
Government.

Under the initiative, a small 
hydro power plant was installed 
at Tunga in Sardauna Local 
Government Area and the 
company located at Kakara, as 
well as surrounding villages; 
Kusuku, Galadima, Nguroge 
and Furmi are supplied with 
electricity. The project is intended 
to accelerate economic activities 
for a population of over 50,000 
that mainly depended on growing 
of tea and other farm produce.

With the small hydro power 
plant, constant power is now 
being supplied to the tea factory, 
while surrounding villages and 
towns are getting electricity 
thereby boosting the economy of 
the area.

Daily Trust findings also reveal 
that absence of electricity in the 

area had hampered development 
of the tourism sector which the 
area is blessed with: a natural 
plateau with accompanying good 
weather, a lush environment and 
a game reserve: the Gashaka 
Gumti.

The Mambilla Plateau, 

located at 1800 metres above 
sea level, is the highest point in 
Nigeria and has beautiful scenery 
found only in Europe and Asia. 
However, such potential is yet to 
be harnessed.

A retired senior civil servant 
in the area, Alhaji Haruna 
Yakubu, told Daily Trust that the 
area had been neglected over the 
years despite its tourist attraction, 
solid minerals and other natural 
resources.

He said the area depended on 
generating plants for electricity 
which were installed by a past 
government in the state many 
years ago.

“The Gembu Power House, 
managed by the then Rural 
Electrification Board (REB), was 
built several years ago, so also 
the one in Nguroge and Mayo 
Ndaga. Such plants cannot supply 
electricity to serious industry,” he 
said.

Alhaji Yakuba explained 
that though electricity supply 
to local government areas 
was the responsibility of the 
Federal Government, previous 
administrations in the state 
failed to impress on the Federal 
Government to supply the 
electricity as was done in other 

states.
“We are aware that in states 

like Gombe, Bauchi, Kano, 
Kaduna and Jigawa, local 
government headquarters 
and ward headquarters were 
connected to the National Grid 
many years ago,” he compared.

The Member representing 
Sardauna Constituency in 
the House of Assembly, Dr. 
Mohammed Jugulde, blamed the 
Federal Government for failing 
to supply electricity to towns and 
villages in the Central Senatorial 
District of the state.

He said he was aware that 
some states had embarked on 
rural electrification projects 
with the support of the Federal 
Government. However, that in 
the case of Taraba, the Federal 
Government was not favourable 
to the state when it came to 
refunding money spent by the 
state government to do a project 
which was supposed to be handled 
by the Federal Government.

“The Federal Government is 
yet to refund over N8b spent by 
the Taraba State Government on 
the construction of the Jalingo-
Gembu Road, which is a Federal 
Road,” the lawmaker said.

Also speaking on the issue, 
a politician from Gassol Local 
Government Area, Malam Idris 
Mohammed, said the Taraba 
State Government was to blame 
for neglecting the central zone in 
terms of provision of basic social 
amenities; especially electricity.

He said those they elected to 
the state and national assemblies 
had not done what the electorate 
asked them to do because most 
of those elected between 1999 to 
date got the mandate of the people 
in the area because they pledged 
to provide basic amenities.

“I can tell you that those 
occupying elective positions have 
not fulfilled pledges they made 
to us during campaign, and we 
would now vote people based 
on what they will offer to us, not 
empty promises,” he threatened.

The Minister of Women 
Affairs, Hajiya Jummai Alhassan, 
however, blamed the Taraba State 
Government for the absence of 
electricity in the central district. 
She said while some states in the 
federation had connected several 
towns and villages with electricity 
and also built rural roads, the 
story was different in the state.

The   minister told Daily Trust 
that the present government 
in the state had no interest in 
developing the central zone for 
political reasons, adding that it 
was a shame to discover that it 
was only in Taraba, more than 
400,000 of its people were not 
enjoying electricity.
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Taraba zone where only one town 
is connected to national grid
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 A Dangote Cement truck loading mine  coal at Okobo community

Coal deposits for 10,000MW of 
electricity wasting in 28 sites  

             PHOTOS: Simon Echewofun Sunday

Okobo coal producing community writhes in pains, left dusty
We’ve employed 55% indigenes, doing projects - Zuma 828 Coal 

Investigation:

The federal government  
has asked Goldman 
Sachs and the local unit 

of South Africa’s Standard 
Bank to advise it on the sale 
of a debut ‘diaspora bond’ 
targeted at Nigerians living 
abroad, Stanbic IBTC Bank 
said on Monday.

Such bonds are a form of 

government debt that targets 
members of the national 
community abroad and 
Africa’s biggest economy first 
announced plans to sell them 
in 2013 to raise between $100 
million to $300 million.

Goldman Sachs and Stanbic 
were due to manage the sale at 
the time, but the government 

then did not appoint any 
bookrunners before an 
election in 2015 that brought 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to power.

Nigeria is in its first 
recession in 25 years and 
needs to find money to 
make up for shortfalls in its 
budget. Low prices for crude 

and militant attacks in its 
oil-producing heartland, the 
Niger Delta, have slashed its 
revenues.

A finance ministry source 
told Reuters this month 
that the country will look 
to issue a diaspora bond 
after completing a $1 billion 
eurobond sale.
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FG asks Goldman, Stanbic to help sell ‘diaspora bond’

Starbucks Corp Chief Executive Officer 
Howard Schultz said on Sunday that the 
company planned to hire 10,000 refugees 
over five years in 75 countries, two days 
after US President Donald Trump’s 
executive order banning refugees from 
certain countries.

Trump on Friday put a four-month 
hold on allowing refugees into the United 
States and temporarily barred travelers 
from Syria and six other Muslim-majority 
countries, saying the moves would help 
protect Americans from terrorist attacks.

The order sparked widespread 
international criticism and outrage from 
civil rights activists and legal challenges.

Starbucks, in a letter from Schultz, 
told employees it would do everything 
possible to support affected workers. 

The hiring efforts announced on 
Sunday would start in the United States 
by initially focusing on individuals 
who have served with US troops as 
interpreters and support personnel in 
the various countries where the military 
has asked for such support, Schultz said.

Schultz has been outspoken on 
various issues and has put Starbucks in 
the national spotlight, asking customers 
not to bring guns into stores and urging 
conversations on race relations. 

Schultz said on Sunday that if the 

Affordable Care Act is repealed and 
employees lose healthcare coverage, 
they would be able to return to health 
insurance through Starbucks.

Trump and a Republican-controlled 
legislature are seeking to undo much of 
the Affordable Care Act, better known as 
Obamacare. 

Schultz will step down as CEO in a 
few months to focus on new high-end 
coffee shops, handing the top job to 
Chief Operating Officer Kevin Johnson, a 
long-time technology executive. He will 
become executive chairman in April.

Meanwhile, Wall Street’s main indexes 
were set for their worst day in more than 
three months on Monday, as President 
Donald Trump’s orders to curb travel 
and immigration from some countries 
sparked uncertainty.

Trump on Friday signed executive 
orders to suspend travel to the United 
States from seven Muslim-majority 
countries on grounds of national 
security, while also banning refugees 
from Syria.

By Simon Echewofun Sunday

The Ibadan Electricity 
Distribution Company 
(IBEDC) has been found 
wanting by an audit report in 
the management bailout fund 
for the electricity sector.

The company is among the 
first of the two DisCos to get a 
loan of N11.36 billion from the 
N213bn NEMSF. 

Records showed that 
the DisCos also partook in 
the N39.53bn disbursed in 
the second tranche to six 
companies. It enjoyed the 
fund alongside Enugu and 
Kano DisCos, with Ughelli, 
Egbin and Geregu GenCos.

Sources, however, said the 
DisCo may have allegedly not 
spent the two fund releases 
wholly in clearing its legacy 

issues as against extant 
electricity market regulations. 

When contacted, the 
Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO), Ibadan DisCo, Ronke 
Owotomo, said: “I can’t 
respond to the text. I don’t 
know you, and you did not 
contact my company. You 
should get in touch with my 
managing director. Send 
a letter to him, whatever 
questions you have, he is 
ready to answer them.”

The official email of the 
MD, John Duncan Donnachie, 
was provided through a text 
message by the CFO and Daily 
Trust enquiries were sent to it 
last Friday, but at the time of 
filing this report on Sunday, 
there was no response from 
him.

When ANED was consulted 

for their position on this, 
Mr. Adeyeye, the regulatory 
specialist, said the issue was 
verifiable from the account 
and audit books of the DisCo.

“If you look into the books of 
Ibadan DisCo, you can easily 
track out what component of 
this fund that has been spent 
and what it has been spent for.

“We are aware that they 
invested the money in 
investments that strengthen 
their business. We are not 
aware of any other spending.

“I know it’s a fact that they 
bought transformers and 
expanded their sub-stations; 
and these projects are 
verifiable. We have seen some 
of the infrastructures and they 
are part of the legacy issues 
they are meant to clear,” 
Adeyeye explained.

Our sources said the 
regulator, Nigerian Electricity 
Regulatory Commission 
(NERC) may have waded into 
the matter to ascertain the true 
position of the fund utilisation 
and enforced prescribed 
sanctions for defaults. 

NERC chairman, Dr. 
Anthony Akah, in a text 
message in response to Daily 
Trust said findings from 
the audits of the DisCos 
were almost ready and that 
they would take action on 
defaulting ones.

“We have conducted open 
book review of financial 
statements and operations of 
all DisCos and we are almost 
done with analysis of our 
findings. 

“We will take necessary 
actions,” Akah said.

Starbucks plans to hire 10,000 refugees after Trump ban

Ibadan Discos accused of diverting bailout fund

BU
YI

N
G

SE
LL

IN
G

DOLLAR EURO Pound S.

395 N512 570

DOLLAR EURO Pound S.

400 N515 573

BUREAU DE CHANGE RATES
January 23, 2017

COMMODITIES
PRICE

CRUDE OIL BRENT $55.41

GOLD $1,210

SUGAR $20.67

CBN EXCHANGE RATES

US DOLLAR POUND
STERLING

  EURO YUAN/RENMINBI RIYAL CFA

Buying 304.5 373.926 323.9576 44.2514 81.187 0.4754

Central NGN 305 374.54 324.4895 44.3245 81.3203 0.4854

Selling NGN 305.5 375.154 325.0215 44.3976 81.4536 0.4954

  Donald Trump, US President

Investigation: Coal Deposit for 10,000mw 
electricity wasting in 28 sites, published on 
June 17, 2018.  It’s a story about coal locations in 
Kogi State that have not been explored: https://
www.dailytrust.com.ng/investigation-coal-
deposits-for-10-000mw-of-electricity-wasting-
in-28-sites-256705.html.

Ibadan Disco collects N10bn intervention 
fund and diverted it to one of its subsidiaries 
instead of investing it in infrastructure: 
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/news/business/
ibadan-discos-accused-of-diverting-bailout-
fund/183220.html

INVESTIGATION: Taraba zone where only one 
town is connected to national grid, published 
on December 30, 2017: https://www.dailytrust.
com.ng/taraba-zone-where-only-one-town-is-
connected-to-national-grid.html.

IMPACT 

The story was not just about the abandonment 
of the community by the company that 
mined coal. It was  also about the negative 
environmental impacts of the exploration on 
the communities around the coal deposit. 
After the story was published, the PRO of the 
mining company, Eta Zuma Group Limited, 
convened a meeting with the community to 
discuss the way forward. They agreed to sink 
boreholes and build three classrooms in Okobo 
and Enjema communities. Also, the salaries 
owed workers [who were members of the 
communities] were being paid.

IMPACT 

The first reaction to the story was the 
suspension of the board of the Disco: (https://
www.dailytrust.com.ng/n6bn-illegal-loan-
nerc-insists-ibedc-mgt-board-remain-
suspended-260390.html). The story led to a 
probe by the Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC), and imposition of N50 
million fine on Ibadan Disco: (https://www.
dailytrust.com.ng/bpe-writes-nerc-seeks-14-
days-over-ibadan-disco-loan-issues-258065.
html) and (https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/
n6bn-inappropriate-loan-nerc-suspends-
ibadan-disco-mgt-staff-257294.html). 
Thereafter, Ibadan Disco suspended its 
management staff: Ibadan Disco is fined: 
https://www.dailytrust.com.ng/nerc-slams-
n50m-fine-on-ibadan-disco-orders-recovery-
of-n5-75bn.html

IMPACT 

When this story was published it elicited a lot 
of reactions, as many community leaders in 
the Central Senatorial District in Taraba State 
raised the matter with the state government. 
Yola Disco also made an appeal for political 
intervention in providing the infrastructure 
that would enable it connect the zone to 
the national grid. However, the government 
claimed that when the gigantic Mambilla 
Power Project comes on stream the issue will 
be handled.
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By Gambo S. Nababa

Basic infrastructure at the 
basic level of education 
in some villages and 
rural areas in Kano State 

are in a state of total decay, Daily 
Trust on Sunday reports.

Investigation by our reporter 
who went to some schools in the 
three senatorial districts of the 
state indicate that infrastructure 
such as classrooms, laboratories, 
workshops, sporting facilities, 
equipment and libraries are not 
only non-existent, but even the 
few on ground are in a state of rot.

Gawo Primary School in 
Gezawa Local Government 
Area has an extensive land mass 
capable of accommodating even 
a boarding secondary school. 
However, Primaries 1 and 2 pupils 
and children of Early Education 
and Child Care (EECC) class sit 
under trees. The school has only 
four blocks of classrooms out of 
which two have collapsed, one 
is dilapidated and the last barely 
manageable.

The dilapidated block of 
two classrooms accommodates 
Primaries 3 to 6 pupils. Primaries 
3 and 4 pupils are merged in the 
first class while Primaries 5 and 6 
pupils are sit in the other. All the 
classes have no furniture.

The manageable block in the 
school was given to students of 
a junior secondary school (JSS) 
that was created in the ward last 
year. The primary school had no 
option than to provide somewhere 
for the JSS students. Therefore, 
the JSS was given the block of 
two classrooms which also has no 
furniture.

At the moment, first year 
students of the secondary school 
sit on the floor while second year 
students are lucky to have few 
tables and chairs fabricated locally 
from a big tree which stood in the 
school compound.

The Parent-Teacher 
Association (PTA) of the school 
paid for the fabrication and they 
are building a toilet for the school 
as there is none right now. The 
principal, headmaster and their 
staff jointly use a small office 
accommodation.

A source in the school told 
our reporter that there were 
more than 200 pupils in the 
EECC and primary that received 
lessons under trees. Now that the 
harmattan has begun, they don’t 
come to school. According to the 
source, stable learning activities 
would no longer be possible as 
even after the harmattan, rains 
frequently interrupted classes.  

Further investigation revealed 
that the PTA and the School Based 
Management Committee (SBMC) 
provide some of the books needed 
for effective teaching, but there are 
no sporting facilities.

Similarly, the Village Head of 
Gawo, Alhaji Umar Yusuf, said 
they complained severally about 
the condition of the school and 
they were hopeful that government 
would address the situation soon.

He said, “We have started 
talking to indigenes of this ward 
that are well to do to come and 

assist us. The government should 
also come forward to address the 
terrible condition of the school 
even if what they can do does not 
meet our expectations.”

Muhammad Lawan, a father 
who has about 10 children in 
the school, said the pupils were 
sometimes not keen about coming 
to the school as they grumbled 
over sitting in the open.

On his part, Alhaji Abdu Ali, 
one of the PTA members of 
the school, said the school had 
completely collapsed and that 
they had done their best to call the 
attention of government.

He said, “We met with members 
representing this local government 
in the House of Representatives 

and the Kano State House of 
Assembly, Musa Ado and Isyaku 
Ali Danja, respectively, to either 
renovate the school or assist us to 
talk to the relevant authorities, but 
they have not.”  

At another school, Gandu 
Model Primary School, Ketawa 
Ward, in the same Gezawa Local 
Government Area, has over 800 
pupils. 

The school has three blocks of 
two classrooms which are in bad 
condition. Whenever it rains or 
when it is sunny, no learning 
activity takes place. There are no 
windows in the classes, the roofing 
is scattered and both teachers and 
pupils do not have furniture.

One of the teachers in the 

school said they had liaised with 
the school’s PTA and provided 
sitting mats for the pupils through 
joining Bagco bags, but that the 
mats had been messed up due 
to long usage, but that they were 
planning to sew new ones.

The teacher said the PTA also 
provided drugs, chalk and other 
necessary teaching materials.

“We have written a number 
of letters to the local education 
authority but the only answer 
we are getting is that we should 
exercise patience as government 
would collate end of the year report 
from schools. Even the Universal 
Basic Education Commission 
(UBEC) also intermittently sends 
us questionnaires asking about 

the condition of the school but 
we have not seen anything from 
them,” he lamented.

Daily Trust on Sunday observed 
that the school has good fencing 
and a hand pump borehole with 
clean water running.

The situation in some schools 
our reporter visited in Karaye 
Local Government Area, in the 
southern part of the state, is not 
different. For example, Namaje 
Primary School is not more than 
three kilometres away from the 
local government headquarters 
but the condition of the school is 
pitiable. 

The school has about 450 pupils 
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  Primary 2 pupils in their class at Namaje Primary School, Karaye LGA                                                                                              PHOTOS: Gambo S. Nababa

  Staffroom and headmaster’s office at Namaje Primary School, 
Karaye Local Government area

  Primary 3 and 4 pupils in their demacated classes at Namaje 
Primary School, Karaye LGA

How infrastructural 
decay affects basic 
education in rural Kano

Continued on page 49
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By Fidelis Mac-Leva (Abuja), Uthman 
Abubakar (Maiduguri), Habibu Umar 
Aminu, (Katsina), Bashir Liman (Jos), 
Abubakar Auwal (Sokoto), Emma Elekwa 
(Awka), Hope Abah (Makurdi), Balarabe 
Alkassim (Bauchi) & Aliyu M. Hamagam 
(Dutse).

If you have visited one public library in 
Nigeria, you have visited all.
Located at the Kofar Soro Central Mosque, 

the Katsina State Library is locked between 
a motor park and some lock-up stalls that 
surround it. This makes the environment 
unconducive and near uninhabitable for 
reading and research purposes for students 
and scholars alike as the supposed serenity 
of the library is always tempered by noise 
from commercial buses as well as the nearby 
market.

The library had been in existence since the 
native authority as a ‘Reading Room and was 
later improved upon during the old Kaduna 
State to the status of a public library for the 
then old Katsina Local Government.

To make the matter worse, its allocated 
permanent site, situated at Dutsen Safe area, 
has been revoked and allegedly allocated to 
politicians who have already built upon the 
vast land. 

A visit to the library revealed its old shabby 
building, which is in need of urgent repair and 
attention.  In fact, over the years, the library 
is said to have served as ‘punishing base’ for 
members of staff that are in the bad book of 
the government. 

Checks revealed that the library had, for 
long, suffered from neglect, funding and other 
forms of assistance, for the main reason that 
it is the only library across the country placed 
under the Ministry of Information as against 
that of education.

This improper placement had made 
it difficult to secure assistance from 
interventionist agencies like the Education 
Trust Fund (ETF), which has been assisting 
in developing the frontiers of knowledge.

Most of the books on display in the 
Katsina library were of old stock until only 
last year when, for the first time, the library 
got a release to purchase books needed by 
students.  Even the e-library established by 
the past administration packed up after its 
commissioning. The computers never worked 
given the lack of power and effective internet 
facility. Inadequate members of staff is also 
a serious problem of the library, given the 
fact that most of them have retired and not 
replaced for decades.

It was gathered that the National 
Communication Commission had also tried 
to establish another one, which also packed 
up for same reasons. A member of staff who 
took our reporter round said the only archival 
material you find there were newspapers 
which, for years, the authorities were unable 
to bind for easy access, due to lack of funds. 
The staff, who wouldn’t want his name in 
print, showed us a dusty room filled with old 
newspapers. One could hardly differentiate 
their titles as dust  covered them. 

The Executive Director of the Katsina State 
Library Board, Zainab Armayau, said they had 
been suffering for long, but added that respite 
was underway. 

‘‘For the first time, we wrote to the 
government on some books requested by 
students and researches, and the government, 
instead of giving the responsibility to 
contractors, asked us to supply them. This is 
unlike before when books were just dumped 
here for us, ’’she said.

Even the Federal Government-owned 

library in the state is suffering same faith as  it 
has been operating in a rented three bedroom 
apartment in a residential compound for 
several years. This alone makes it unconducive 
for reading and research. There are no books, 
even as an average of 10 students only access 
it daily. 

Daily Trust on Sunday learnt that the 
deplorable state of the library has taken its 
toll, even on the security guards, who are 
said to have all stopped coming to work as 
government is finding hard to pay them.

Similarly, the Plateau State Government- 
owned public library, also known as 
Ambassador Ignatius Burlong Library, which 
was established for research and expansion 
of knowledge, has been in a shambles. 
Commissioned more than three decades 
ago, the library, located at No 4, Tafawa 
Balewa Street, is said to have suffered neglect 
since 2008 during the first tenure of former 
Governor Jonah Jang.

Daily Trust on Sunday gathered that the last 
time funds were released for the library was in 
2008 despite annual budgetary approvals by 
successive governments in the state. A source, 
however, confided in our reporters that the 
annual budget of the library from 2015 to 2017 
was about N38 million, which was inadequate 
to run the library.  The source also alleged that 
the state government had not released the 
money despite approvals.

A visit by our correspondent revealed 
that  the archival system, which was designed 
to accept the responsibility of preserving 
information and making it available for 
the general public, is in poor shape due to 
insufficient staff, whose  figure had been 
reduced drastically from 100 to 38.

The books, magazines and journals in the 
library are outdated, old and in bad shape, and 
there is no internet connection that would 
attract the general public to patronise the 

library.
Emmanuel Oluwaseun, who has been 

coming to the library for almost 17 years, 
expressed displeasure over the comatose state 
of the library. He said the books in the library 
were not up-to-date, and that sometimes, 
even if one used the catalogues, the librarians 
would not find the books. 

“Students in Nigeria are expected to 
compete academically with other students 
in other countries; therefore, we want the 
government to update its libraries,”  he said, 
lamenting that the library lacks electricity, 
current books, journals, and has a poor 
archival system.

All efforts to speak with library officials 
proved abortive as they declined all entreaties 
without giving a valid reason.

Like others, everything about the Borno 
State Library Board complex indicates that 
the structure is in a bad shape. Constructed 
in 1972 and commissioned in 1973, the library 
is below the standard of current demands. It 
lacks adequate building for archival materials, 
a requirement long overdue considering the 
huge volume of archival materials. It also has 
an epileptic internet service and an e-library 
that does not function. 

The library complex has a total of 68,828 
reading materials, comprising books, journals, 
newspapers, magazines, official documents 
and educational cassettes, majority of which,  
according to the authorities of the Board, 
are not up-to-date. They pleaded with the 
government and all stakeholders for most 
current reading materials. 

“The present structure of the complex is 
grossly inadequate for the growing patronage 
since peace and security are gradually being 
restored,” the Director of Administration of 
the Board, Mallam Bukar Sale, said.

Explaining further he said: “Between 500 
and 1000 readers now patronise the library 

daily, and the number grows higher in the 
examination season of the University of 
Maiduguri and Ramat Polytechnic, as well as 
when all the schools are in session. You can see 
that the seating facilities cannot be described 
as adequate.

“There is a proposal now for a new library 
complex due to the growing inadequacy 
of the over 40-year-old one we have, to 
accommodate the teeming users.”

The Sokoto State library was established 
in 1987 to serve the then old Sokoto State, 
comprising Zamfara, Kebbi and Sokoto. 
Located at the heart of the state, the library is 
just meters away from the city campus of the 
Usmanu Danfodiyo University and its School 
of Matriculation, as well as secondary schools 
in the area.

The two-storey library complex hosts 
hundreds of students, especially when any 
of the tertiary institutions commences 
examinations. The library is structured 
into sections, namely, physically challenged 
section, the children section, and e-library 
section, which is yet to commence operation, 
as well as the main section.

But the level of dilapidation on the 
structure is an eyesore as there are cracks 
virtually everywhere while empty shelves 
occupy most of its spaces, with a dysfunctional 
standby generator.

In 2013, the then government of the state 
was said to have earmarked the sum of N50 
million for the purchase of books, but that has 
not been provided till today, a development 
one of the library officials said was due to the 
fact that the money was either misappropriated 
or ended up in private pockets.

Daily Trust on Sunday learnt that the 
library relies much on thesis of students 
pursuing master’s degrees and research 
works of scholars, as well as donations from 

They were supposed to be centres of learning, information gathering, entertainment and fun; making 
all kinds of knowledge and information easily available to users. Indeed, Nigerian public libraries, 
most of which were established in the 1970s and 80s, were intended to help promote literacy and the 
culture of reading, as people, including students and even parents, go there to seek information. But as 
investigations by Daily Trust on Sunday have revealed, public libraries in Nigeria are now shadows as they 
have been left to rot away due to corruption, poor funding and understaffing, among several factors.

Inside Nigeria’s decrepit public libraries

Continued on page 12

 Shelves where readers put their personal belongings that are not allowed into the National Library in Abuja   
 Photo: IKECHUKWU IBE

The impact of some investigative stories 
published (Continues)

Inside Nigeria’s decrepit public libraries: 
This is an investigation into the poor state 
of libraries in Nigeria. https://www.dailytrust.
com.ng/inside-nigeria-s-decrepit-public-
libraries.html.

How infrastructural decay affects basic 
education in rural Kano: This is about the 
abandonment of rural schools: https://www.
dailytrust.com.ng/how-infrastructural-decay-
affects-basic-education-in-rural-kano.html

IMPACT 

After the publication of the story, the Federal 
Ministry of Education sent a team to verify the 
state of the National Library in Abuja. Shortly 
after, work on the renovation of the national 
library began. 

IMPACT 

Shortly after the story was published, 
Kano State Government set up Kano State 
Education Promotion Committee. Now, 
on a monthly basis, local governments are 
given N10 million for constant repair works 
at schools. Also, some 25,000 teachers were 
recruited to deal with the shortage of primary 
school teachers.
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How unregistered motorcycles aid 
banditry, other crimes in North-West

  Bandits

‘Criminals move freely without  trace’
Motorcycles are as important as guns to criminals – Experts
Army’s 2019 ban in Zamfara, Katsina, Kaduna, others not working

 Bandits and other sundry criminals in North-West are having a field 
day perpetrating their nefarious activities without a trace by using 
unregistered motorcycles to traverse most parts of northern Nigeria’s 
hinterlands where road accessibility remains a challenge. 

Continued on page 6

From Mohammed I. Yaba 
(Kaduna), Shehu Umar (Gusau), 
Tijjani Ibrahim (Katsina), 
Terkula Igidi, Adam Umar & 
Abubakar Sadiq Isah (Abuja)

People in many communities 
in the outskirt of the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), 

Kaduna, Katsina, Zamfara and 
other states said it would be difficult 
to contain kidnapping and other 
crimes without checkmating the 
illegal use of motorcycles.

Many states in Nigeria have 
banned the use of motorcycles 
while others have restricted them to 
semi-urban area and the hinterlands, 
mainly because they constitute a 
nuisance to the cities.

However, because of their 
growing popularity among 
criminals, such as Boko Haram in 
the North-East and bandits in the 
North-West, most Northern states 
have banned the use of motorcycles 
in order to stem the tide but to no 
avail.

Thousands of motorcycles are 
still in the hands of criminals who 
use them as the easiest means of 
meandering their way from security 
operatives while carrying out 
banditry, kidnapping and mass raids 
of targeted communities.

Credible sources said almost 
hundred per cent of the motorcycles 
being used by the bandits have not 
been registered by the Federal Road 
Safety Commission (FRSC) or 
Vehicle Inspection Officers (VIOs); 
a development seen as a low point for 
law enforcement agencies.

“In the 50s, 60s and 70s, you 
must register your bicycles with 
authorities,” said Baba Ali, an old 
policeman.

“It was not possible for you 
to ride your motorcycle or drive 
your car without first registering 
them with relevant authorities and 
that was why it was easy to track 
criminals those days.

“However, these days, people 
would buy a motorcycle and use it 
for many years without a number 
plate…You see people passing 
checkpoints and nothing will happen 
to them. It is only when the security 
operatives want to get something 

from you that they would stop you 
and ask question and once you give 
them some money, you move on; 
they don’t care whether you are an 
armed robber or whatever,” he said.  

Suleiman Ismail, a security 
expert in Zamfara, said bandits use 
motorcycles to perpetrate almost all 
atrocities in the state.

“The boxer motorcycle is as good 
as an AK47 rifle for the bandits,” he 
said.

“They ride in twos, and move in 
hundreds…Sometimes you see the 
bandits on about 200 motorcycles, 
meaning 400 of them at a go. It 
means you will need like six or seven 
luxury buses to convey them.

“The criminals like a 
motorcycle because of its ease of 
manoeuvrability. They can storm 
a town at once and they can move 
out at once and our security forces 
cannot follow them because of the 
difficult terrain,” he said.

Another expert, Alex Clem, 
said banditry, kidnapping and 
other sundry crimes would not be 
curtailed until authorities put in 
place serious measures on the use of 
motorcycles.

“We still have people who use 

motorcycles for positive endeavours 
but criminals are now on the high 
side. Ask people in Birnin Gwari 
in Kaduna; Faskari in Katsina and 
Dansadau in Zamfara.

“They would tell you that 
motorcycle riding bandits are giving 
them a headache. You will see two 
people on one and they can put their 
kidnapped victim at the centre and 
zoom to the bush without a trace,” 
he said.

Unregistered motorcycles 
major threat in Katsina

 Bandits are known to use a 
procession of motorcycles in their 
hundreds to invade communities 
and commit atrocities. Only recently, 
about 150 bandits operating on 
motorcycles invaded Kadisau village 
and carried out attacks that claimed 
the lives of 74 people, with many 
reportedly injured.

 Though motorcycles remain a 
major means of transportation in 
the state and source of livelihood 
for thousands of people, findings by 
Daily Trust on Sunday revealed that 
most of the commercial motorcycles 
plying the streets of Katsina 
metropolis are not registered and as 
such, do not have plate numbers.  

It was observed that the 
motorcycle riders’ association in 
the state is either weak or non-
existent as many riders interviewed 
said they were not aware of such an 
association. Similarly, efforts to get 
the leadership of the association did 
not yield any positive result as our 
correspondent was referred to some 
persons and places but he could not 
eventually get any of the supposed 
leaders.  

A tricycle operator, who simply 
identified himself as Jamilu, said 
some of the motorcycles were given 
on ‘hire-purchase,’ in which a rider 
is given some time to reimburse a 
certain amount of money to take 
ownership of the motorcycle. “If 
the owner of the motorcycle is not 
magnanimous enough to get it 
registered, it becomes difficult for 
the hire-purchaser to go for the 
registration as it costs about N8,500,” 
he said.  

When contacted, the director 
of the Department of  Collection of 
the Katsina State Board of Internal 
Revenue, Alhaji Rabiu Adamu 
Abdullahi, said the board, which 
has the sole responsibility to register 
vehicles had everything in place for 

the registration, but the problem is 
weak enforcement.

“There are always two issues 
involved: the laws on one hand, 
and enforcement, on the other 
hand. While we have the laws and 
provisions for penalties against 
defaulters, the enforcement of the 
laws is actually the responsibility 
of the law enforcement agencies, 
such as the police and the Vehicle 
Inspection Officers (VIOs).  

“We are actually working 
together. We have a tripartite 
meeting where we agreed on certain 
strategies. And I can assure you that 
very soon we will continue with the 
implementation of those strategies, 
which we already started before 
Ramadan,” he said.  

On his part, the police spokesman 
in Katsina, SP Gambo Isah, said 
there was a task force under the office 
of the DC CID, which is in charge of 
the enforcement. “Not only plate 
numbers, the taskforce committee 
also deals with issues of unlicensed 
tinted glass and cases of private cars 
having official number plates to beat 
security.  

“When they get any of such 
cases, they seize the vehicle until 
the offenders do the right thing by 
getting duly registered before it will 
be released to them,” he said.

Procession on motorbikes by 
bandits common in Zamfara 

Like other states facing security 
challenges in northern Nigeria, 
Zamfara State has equally witnessed 
processions of motorcycle bandits 
who invaded communities, killed 
and maimed.

 In 2019, the Nigerian Army 
banned the use of motorcycles in 
seven northern states, including 
Zamfara. The other states include 
Kaduna, Kano, Katsina, Sokoto, 
Kebbi and Niger states. The army 
had said it observed the use of 
motorcycles by armed bandits, 
kidnappers, criminal elements and 
their collaborators as enablers to 
perpetrate crime; hence the ban.

Despite this ban, however, 
Zamfara State has witnessed 
an infiltration of motorcyclists 
from neighbouring states, even 
though authorities said any non-
resident motorcycle rider was 
usually investigated for proper 
documentation.

 However, the state police 
command, through its spokesman, 
SP Muhammad Shehu, said 
they often carry out routine 
market patrols to know ongoing 
transactions that have to do with 
motorcycles, adding, “We have our 
intelligence officers at these markets, 
and any identified shady transaction 
will be stopped and arrest effected 
immediately.”

Though leaders of commercial 
motorbike riders’ union could not 
be reached for comment despite 
repeated visits to their office,

“How unregistered motorcycles aid 
banditry, other criminal in North-West” How 
unregistered motorcycles aid banditry, other 
crimes in North-West | Dailytrust

IMPACT 

The story exposed how motorcyclists provided 
intelligence to bandits who have killed 
thousands of persons in the last decade. This 
story generated a lot of debate in the country. 
In September 2021, states in the North-West 
and North Central including Zamfara, Katsina, 
Niger and Kaduna, enforced a lockdown, 
which barred motorcycles from plying even 
rural roads, closed markets, and prohibited 
the selling of petrol in plastic containers. The 
reaction is published thus: Insecurity forces 
Katsina, Kaduna, Niger, Zamfara to lockdown 
| Dailytrust. 
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The series of abductions of 
students in some states 
in Northern Nigeria 

is threatening the future of 
millions of children in the region, 
stakeholders told the Daily Trust 
yesterday.

Boko Haram fighters, bandits 
and other miscreants have found 
schools in some states in the 
region as soft targets and have 
abducted hundreds of students in 
recent times. States that recently 
witnessed the abduction of 
students and in some instances 
teachers include Katsina, Niger, 
Kano, Sokoto, Zamfara and 
Kaduna. All the incidents were 
attributed to bandits.

The Boko Haram terrorists 
have also carried out daring 
abductions in Borno (Chibok 
where 276 schoolgirls were taken 
away in April 2014) and in Yobe 
(Dapchi where 110 girls were 
seized in February 2018).

While some of those abducted 
have been released, many others 
are still in captivity.

The most recent abduction 
was at the UBE Primary School 
in Rama, a village in Birnin 
Gwari Local Government Area of 
Kaduna State.

It happened 24 hours after 
security agents thwarted an 
attempted abduction of 307 
students of Government Science 
Secondary School in Ikara Local 
Government Area of the state 
and another attack at the Federal 
Airport Authority of Nigeria 
(FAAN) quarters in Igabi LGA of 
the state.

On Thursday night, bandits 
had invaded the Federal College 
of Forestry Mechanisation, Afaka, 
in Igabi LGA and abducted 39 
students comprising 23 females 
and 16 males.

Security agents had earlier 
rescued 180 of the students but 
the gunmen who made away 
with 39 students and are now 
demanding N500 million as 
ransom.

The abduction of over 300 
boys from the Secondary School 
in Kankara, Katsina State, on 
December 11, 2020; the February 
17 abduction of 42 people 
including students, teachers and 
their families from Government 
Science Technical School 
Kagara, Niger State, and that of 
Government Girls Secondary 
School Jangebe, Zamfara State, 
on February 26, 2021,  where 279 
female students aged between 
10 and 17 were taken away by 
bandits, are still fresh in the 
memories of many.

Governments at the federal 
and state levels keep insisting 
that no ransom was paid before 
those that regained their freedom 
returned and that those still in the 
custody of the kidnappers would 
also be freed.

But some analysts expressed 
fears yesterday that some 
miscreants have found a potent 
means of getting money and 

at the same time crippling 
education in the North which is 
already seriously trailing behind.

Their observation came at a 
time some parents, especially 
those whose children had been 
abducted, are threatening to 
withdraw their wards from 
schools.
PTA worried 

The National President of the 
Parents Teachers Association 
of Nigeria (PTA), Alhaji Haruna 
Danjuma, yesterday, expressed 
worry over the rising cases of 
banditry attacks on schools in 
Northern Nigeria.

He described recent 
abductions of students as 
an attack on the country’s 
education and the future of 
Nigerian students. He said the 
government needed to find a 
lasting solution immediately to 
end such unnecessary attacks 
and abductions.

“Failure to do so will jeopardize 
the future of Northern Nigerian 
children,” he said.

“It is very disturbing to see 
how bandits have resolved to be 
attacking schools and abducting 
our children with impunity. Look 
at what happened at the College 
of Forestry Mechanization where 
the bandits are now demanding 
for N500 million as ransom for 
the 39 students in their custody,” 
Alhaji Haruna said.
It’s grand design to destroy 
education in North - ABU dons

The Dean, Faculty of 
Education, Ahmadu Bello 
University (ABU), Zaria, Prof. 
Yahaya Korau Kajuru, said the 
abduction of school children is a 
grand design to destroy whatever 
success that the North has 
recorded in the education sector.

He said it was a ploy to stop 
Northern children from going to 
school and the implication was 
obvious for everyone to predict.

Prof. Kajuru said: 
“Unfortunately, our leaders don’t 
seem to understand what is going 
on, or they have deliberately 
refused to understand. There is a 
need for our leaders to focus and 
understand what is happening. 
Failure to do this would mean 
that those behind these callous 
acts would at the end achieve 
their nefarious objectives.

“We are to blame ourselves in 
the North, because we allowed 
these things to breed while we 
watched. Our leaders are to take 
90 per cent of the blame. What 
is happening in the North, a 
quarter of it cannot happen in 
other regions. It is just annoying 
and unfortunate that despite all 
these dastardly acts, most of our 
leaders are quiet. They have not 
even started thinking of coming 
together to take definite stand on 
the issue.”

On the fact that most of the 
perpetrators when apprehended 
usually turned out to be 
Northerners, he said:  “Yes, we 
have bad eggs in the North and 
we have bad leaders in the North. 
For me, some people outside 
the North are using these people 
to destroy us, because when 
you destroy education, you are 
destroying the people. The earlier 
we realise this, the better for 
us, otherwise the future is very 

bleak.”
On his part, Prof. Ibrahim 

Ahmad Aliyu of ABU’s Faculty 
of Law, said even without the 
present bandits’ attacks on 
northern education, the sector 
was already in shambles.

He said leaders of the region 
seem not to be worried about the 
development because most of 
them have their children studying 
abroad.

He added: “Some of these 
people now take their children 
to Cotonou, Benin Republic to 
obtain degrees in less than one 
or two years. These same children 
would come back to Nigeria and 
meet lucrative jobs reserved for 
them. So, how can these people 
give a damn because bandits are 
attacking schools,” he asked.

Professor Musa Abdullahi of 
the Department of Sociology, 
University of Maiduguri, said the 
implication of school abductions 
could affect different aspects of 
life including national security, 
quality education and moral 
values of the society.

 “It is an indication of a failed 
state and once that happens, 
the security architecture has 
been undermined. The security 
institutions are either non-
existent or lack the capacity to 
respond to incidents,” he said.

He said insurgents had in the 
past openly discouraged their 
followers from acquiring western 
education and that recent rise 
in abductions in schools was 
depressing.

Prof. Musa said all the recent 
school abductions happened in 
public schools with crumbling 
structures where the majority of 
children in the Northern region 
go because their parents could 
not afford private schools.

“The implication is that people 
will no longer take their children 
to public schools. Government 
should be careful because if 
the children of the poor people 
cannot go to school and are not 
well fed, the rich man will not 
sleep,” he said.
What is happening is a 
calamity - Tofa

Elder statesman Alhaji Bashir 
Othman Tofa has said the 
ongoing kidnappings and the 
attendant fear that compel state 
governments to close boarding 
and day schools are serious 
calamities that have befallen the 
North. 

The former presidential 
candidate said members of the 
Boko Haram, bandits and their 
sponsors and supporters might 
feel some sense of victory for the 

schools losers and the ransom 
paid for the kidnappings but they 
(bandits) too will be part of the 
losers in the long run. 

“They will continue to live 
and bear children in a backward, 
illiterate and poverty-stricken 
society. Their children will be 
marked by the rest of society and 
become target of elimination by 
those who decide to resort to self-
help, and by other gang members 
that may spring up for various 
reasons.

“Again, as society becomes 
intolerant of their terror, they will 
find out that they are a minority 
with no monopoly of violence. 
And as a new more concerned 
and more aggressive government 
is in place, their rapid end can be 
predicted.

“And then, there is the ultimate, 
inevitable judgment in the 
hereafter, of which there is no 
doubt; whether they believe it or 
not.”

The elder statesman advised 
the insurgents and bandits to 
begin looking for “a safe way out 
of this inhuman and merciless 
and grossly sinful activity; repent, 
seek a better life and true peace 
with God and society.”

He tasked the government to 
rethink its strategy and approach 
by asking pertinent questions, 
including why in actual fact, are 
the Boko Haram and the bandits 
doing what they do and with 
whose support exactly? 

“Enemies of the North may be 
laughing; but I fear that the same 
calamities are well on their way 
to them if they have not started 
arriving already. Criminality has 
neither tribe nor religion. It is an 
evil phenotypic nature of human 
beings. As Nigerians, we need to 
feel each other’s pains and joys. 
We must come together and help 
one another. It is our country, or 
so I believe,” he said.
There’ll be more out-of-school 
children - UNICEF

The United Nations Children 
Funds (UNICEF), Monday, 
described attacks on students and 
schools as not only reprehensible 
but a violation of the right of 
children to education.

UNICEF Nigeria 
Representative, Peter Hawkins, 
said education was a right that 
any society “can ill-afford to 
violate.”

He, therefore, called on the 
government of Nigeria to take all 
measures to protect schools in 
the country so that children will 
not be fearful of going to school 
and parents afraid of sending 
their children to school.

“Children should never be the 
target of attack and yet, far too 
often in Nigeria, they are precisely 
that; victims of attacks on their 
schools. Such attacks not only 
negate the right of children to an 
education,” he said.
Declare state of emergency - 
Atiku

Former Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar yesterday asked 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
to declare a state of emergency on 
education to save the sector from 
collapse.

In a statement he personally 
signed, Atiku said: “With the 
latest Kaduna school abduction, 

I repeat my call for the Federal 
Government to declare a state 
of emergency in the education 
sector, and to post 24 hour armed 
guards at every school in the 
affected and neighbouring states. 
No expense must be spared to 
keep our schools safe. 

“With 13.5 million children, 
Nigeria is already the world 
headquarters for out of school 
kids. This can only make things 
worse. It behoves on us as a 
nation to act decisively and excise 
this cancer of school abductions 
from our polity with clinically 
precise policies. 

“We must also stop paying 
ransom at random. It is a short 
term solution that will cause 
much long term destruction. We 
must as a nation impose law and 
order now, or we will bequeath 
lawlessness and disorder to the 
next generation. And may God 
forbid that.”
Many profi ting from Nigeria’s 
insecurity- Major Galma

A security expert, retired Major 
Mohammed Bashir Shuaibu 
Galma, said many people were 
profiting from the current 
insecurity in Nigeria and urged 
government to investigate the 
owners of huge mansions in the 
country to ascertain how they 
came about their wealth.

 “There is injustice and people 
are practically worshiping money. 
A Fulani man walking on the 
road can just be arrested simply 
because he is Fulani. He will be 
locked up for days and by the 
time he is released, his cattle 
have wandered off. This same 
Fulani man is aggrieved and he 
takes up arms and begins to ask 
for ransom, he becomes so used 
to the ransom money that he 
cannot stop kidnapping,” he said.

He said people who sell 
weapons do not want insecurity 
to end adding. “They don’t want 
this to come to an end because 
that is their business and they 
are making huge profit and even 
when they rent guns out, they are 
making profit.”

He further said no military 
tactics could solve Nigeria’s 
security problems, saying the 
country needed prayers.

 “Informants used by the 
bandits live among us, if you 
look at it, when ransom money is 
taken to the forest, do they spend 
the money in the forest or they 
come into town for safe keeping,” 
he queried.
We’re concerned - Education 
ministry

The Director, Press and 
Public Relations of the Federal 
Ministry of Education, Mr Ben 
Bem Goong, speaking on the 
abduction of students, said they 
were deeply concerned.

 “All the variables needed to 
checkmate the trend are not 
within our control but we are 
doing the best we can to liaise with 
the security agencies to let them 
know where we need assistance 
most, our school architecture 
and were we perceive challenges 
most,” he said.

“We are already working 
hand in hand with the security 
agencies to know exactly where it 
is pinching us and where they can 
direct more efforts,” he added.

School abductions endanger education in North

  President Buhari

  From left: Former President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo; Osun State Governor, Mr. Adegboyega Oyetola 
and his wife, Kafayat, during a courtesy visit to the Governor, at the Government Osogbo, on Saturday
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Dozens of persons have 
been arrested by security 
agents in an ongoing 

nationwide crackdown on 
suspected financiers and 
collaborators of Boko Haram and 
other criminal groups in Nigeria, 
Daily Trust reports.

This is coming five months 
after Daily Trust exclusively 
reported jailing of six Nigerians 
in the United Arab Emirates 
over allegations of terrorism 
financing. 

The ongoing inter-agency 
operation is being led by a top 
intelligence officer, with an army 
general leading a task team 
comprising military personnel 
and staff from intelligence 
services.

Multiple sources informed 
Daily Trust that the closely-
guarded operation is being 
coordinated by Defence 
Intelligence Agency (DIA), 
in collaboration with the 
Department of State Services 
(DSS), Nigerian Financial 
Intelligence Unit (NFIU) and the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN).

As part of the operation, 
billions of naira traced to 
businesses belonging to persons 
of interest have been blocked 
in banks in series of “post no 
debit” letters sent out to banks 
by the CBN and NFIU. The apex 
bank has also lately obtained 
court orders directing freezing 
of dozens of accounts flagged for 
suspicious transactions. 

While officials expressed 
hope that the ongoing operation 
would be a “game-changer” in 
the lingering fight against Boko 
Haram insurgents and other 
criminal gangs, some analysts 
say the method may not provide 
the needed elixir as terrorists and 
bandits operate largely outside 
the financial system.

A security source familiar 
with the operation confided in 
our reporter that the operation 
started last year with massive 
gathering and analysis of 
financial intelligence and 
drawing uplink analysis, leading 
to initial marking of some 60 
businesses and individuals.

A source disclosed to Daily 
Trust that an initial list of 957 
suspects comprising bureau 
de change operators, gold 
miners and sellers, and other 
businessmen is being acted 
upon.

Already, according to the 
source, about 400 persons have 
been arrested in series of arrests 
in Kano, Borno, Abuja, Lagos, 
Sokoto, Adamawa, Kaduna and 
Zamfara.

In Kano, a major focus for the 
operation, traders at the foreign 
exchange open market in Wapa, 
Fagge Local Government, were 
picked up on March 9, 15th and 
16th.

Prominent among the BDC 
operators arrested in the state 
include Baba Usaini, Abubakar 
Yellow (Amfani), Yusuf Ali Yusuf 
(Babangida), Ibrahim Shani, 
Auwal Fagge, and a gold dealer, 
Muhammad Lawan Sani. 

Four of the arrested BDC 
operators were related to two 

persons jailed in Dubai last year 
on similar charges.

Those arrested are being kept 
in military and DSS facilities in 
Abuja and other places, even 
as their families and lawyers 
decry the continued detention 
of the suspects without trial or 
informing them of their offences. 

Daily Trust gathered that 
dozens of businessmen who 
were netted in were invited to 
DSS offices and military barracks 
in their states from where they 
were cut off from the outside 
world.

Family members who spoke to 
a Daily Trust reporter said they 
could not establish the locations 
where their loved ones were 
being held as they were neither 
briefed by officials nor were the 
suspects allowed to contact their 
families.  

The operation was said to have 
received presidential nod last 
year, and approval by President 
Muhammadu Buhari for the 
exercise to be conducted out of 
the established bureaucracy.

“Because this is economic 
warfare against the insurgents 
and other militant groups, the 
president, when approving 
the operation directed that 
the NFIU take the lead as the 
country’s financial intelligence 
powerhouse.

“With the presidential 
approval, a task team was 
composed made up of personally 
selected senior officers who were 
deployed under the DIA to carry 
out the special assignment,” a 
senior government official told 
Daily Trust.

One official involved in 
the operation, who however 
craved for anonymity due to 
the sensitivity of the issue, said 
the operation has recorded 
immense success with the arrest 
of key persons with “direct” link 
to bandits and insurgents.

“The main person 
coordinating the funding ring for 
Boko Haram is in our custody, 
he and his closest ally in the 
business,” he said.

According to the source, about 
19 BDCs owned by persons with 
“direct connection with Boko 
Haram” were uncovered, while 
over N300 billion was found 
to have been pumped into the 
funding of terrorism in the 
country. 

The source disclosed that from 
one person in Borno State and 
another in Zaria, Kaduna State, 
over N50 billion were traced in 

funding to the armed groups.
“A number of those arrested 

have divulged vital information 
including operational details 
of bandits and Boko Haram 
insurgents. But they are being 
kept to aid further arrests,” he 
said.

According to him, not all the 
affected businessmen arrested 
were members of the criminal 
gangs but many of them were 
involved in it as a business.

Soldiers in the net
Daily Trust gathered that 

when the operation started last 
year, one of the initial focus was 
to round up collaborators of 
Boko Haram insurgents among 
security agents.

“About 20 of them were 
arrested in Borno and detained. 
In the course of interrogation 
they revealed a lot including the 
identity of some of their civilian 
collaborators who were also 
arrested,” a source said. 

In addition to the initial 
arrest in the military, Daily Trust 
gathered that fresh arrests were 
made of military officers in 
Borno and other places as part 
of the expansion phase of the 
operation.

The ongoing operation, Daily 
Trust gathered is the first phase 
of activities lined up by the 
task team to crack the riddle of 
how Boko Haram, kidnappers 
and other criminals fund their 
operations and launder the 
proceed. 

As part of the operation, 
CBN has upped the ante in 
tracking suspicious transactions 
and malpractices leading to 
mass closure of bank accounts 
identified as undertaking 
suspicious transactions. 

Last week, the bank 
announced the freezing of 193 
corporate and individual bank 
accounts over allegations of 
suspicious forex transactions. 
This is in addition to 138 
accounts frozen in February. 

In a February 24, 2021 memo 
to commercial banks from the 
CBN, which was sighted by our 
reporter, the apex bank directed 
the banks to “place the accounts 
of the under listed customers on 
Post-No-Debit with immediate 
effect”. The bank did not give 
reasons for the order.

Operators of the accounts, 
mostly international 
businessmen decry the sudden 
measure without fair hearing. 
Some of the affected traders, 
Daily Trust gathered, are 

businessmen who import wares 
from China. One of them, a 
Kaduna-based businessman, 
Alhaji Sani Polo, is said to have 
over N200 million, including 
bank loans, trapped in his 
accounts.  
Measure may not yield results 
– Expert 

An anti-money laundering 
specialist, Umar Yakubu, told 
Daily Trust that the ongoing 
operation maybe applying the 
wrong medicine for the disease 
of terrorism financing. 

According to him, finances 
for outlawed groups like Boko 
Haram do not usually come in 
through the banking system, 
making it difficult to trace 
through the use of banks’ 
Suspicious Transaction Reports 
(STRs). 

He said the way to crack the 
financial transactions of criminal 
elements like insurgents and 
their collaborators is through 
informal tracking through 
“raw, old school investigation 
technique” which require life 
time intelligence on people’s 
lifestyle to identify persons 
getting rich overnight.

 Yakubu further explained that 
the security agencies should 
tackle the problem by putting 
more emphasis on the country’s 
borders, which he described 
as porous and easy passage for 
money and other logistics. 
Family, friends defend 
suspects 

Relatives and associates of the 
arrested businessmen, however, 
insisted that they were innocent 
of allegations. 

“There is no way they 
will finance or aid anything 
criminal,” said a businessman in 
the market, Mohammed Sani. 

He said because their line 
of trade involves dealing with 
all manner of people, it is 
therefore difficult to know the 
real background and identify of 
a customer. 

Sani urged for a thorough 
investigation to establish the real 
truths, especially by establishing 
if those arrested were conscious 
of the identity of the persons 
they were alleged to have helped, 
or not.  Sani Ali Yusuf, whose two 
brothers and two cousins were 
among those arrested described 
the allegations against his 
siblings as untenable.

He said persons engaged in an 
illegal transaction like terrorism 
financing are likely to be “few 
and secretive, not this prominent 

and so many”.
“Most of the people arrested 

are prominent businessmen at 
Wapa. I am sure if there will be a 
thorough investigation, they will 
find out that this is not true,” he 
said.

“Financing terrorism or 
even money laundering is not 
something my brothers engage 
in.

“Of course in their line of 
business, as I understand it, a 
criminal may come forth and 
they deal with him without them 
knowing. It is like a transporter 
who is given some goods to 
transport. If cartons are given to 
them in the name of fish, he has 
no way of finding out if indeed 
it was fish that was inside or 
something else,” he said.   
Be fair, speedy in investigation 
– ABCON 

President of the Association 
of Bureau de Change Operators 
of Nigeria (ABCON), Alhaji 
Aminu Gwadabe appealed to the 
authorities concerned to speed 
up investigation on the issue in 
order “for those who are culpable 
to face the law and the innocent 
ones to be released”. 

He said his association 
supports any measure by 
the government in fighting 
illegalities, but said there should 
be careful so that those who 
are innocent will not suffer 
unnecessarily. He confirmed 
arrests of a number of the 
association’s members in places 
such as Kano, Abuja, Sokoto, 
Zamfara, Niger and Borno, 
saying the association was 
following a “non-confrontational 
approach” to resolve the issue.

“The issue is very dicey that 
is why we are being careful. It 
is an issue that started from a 
foreign country and that is why 
the presidency took it with all 
seriousness also.”

Gwadabe said efforts by 
officials of the association to 
meet the incarcerated members 
of ABCON was resisted, even 
after the initial promise of access 
by the DSS.   
DSS mum 

Spokesperson of the DSS, 
Peter Afunaya, when contacted 
on Friday, promised to make 
findings on the issue and revert 
to our reporter. He, however, 
did not get back as of the time 
of filing this report. He did not 
respond to a text message sent 
to him to follow up and ignored 
repeated phone calls thereafter. 
It’s a military affair – NFIU

 An official of the NFIU, Sani 
Tukur, referred Daily Trust to the 
military saying the agency has no 
mandate to “arrest or investigate 
anybody”.
I’m unaware – Army 
spokesperson 

Spokesperson for the 
Nigerian Army, Major General 
Mohammed Yerima, said he 
was not aware of the arrest of 
army officers in connection with 
allegation of collaboration with 
Boko Haram elements. 

He also referred the question 
on the military’s involvement in 
the operation to the DSS, saying 
issues to do with arrests on 
charges of terrorism financing is 
under the purview of the DSS.

Terrorism fi nancing: Dozens arrested in nationwide crackdown

Another story funded under this grant which 
had policy implications was about the criminal 
financing of terrorism, published on April 
19, 2021. UNVEILED: The identities of BDC 
Operators arrested for transferring funds to 
Boko Haram

Another story that led to a policy change in 
2021 was published on March 21, 2021 in Daily 
Trust: School abductions endanger education 
in North | Dailytrust.

On February 17, 2021, Daily Trust published   an 
investigative report titled “Saving Ogun’s 
Endangered Pangolins,” on the chain of 
pangolin hunting and selling in Ogun State.

IMPACT 

This story made a huge impact in the country, 
because it would be the first time that 
some criminals who provided illicit funds for 
terrorists to carry-out their activities would 
be exposed. Government did not drop the 
ball, as some Bureau de Change, fingered 
over terrorism financing were penalized by 
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN): Terrorism 
financing: 180 BDC operators pay N900m 
penalties to CBN | Dailytrust. 

IMPACT 

This story made a huge impact in the 
country, In this story, a collaboration among 
six journalists from across the North, the 
implication of the abduction of students from 
secondary schools in the North was examined. 
After the story was published, many state 
governments took steps, first by erecting 
perimeter fences around school premises. For 
instance, in May, 2021 the Federal College of 
Forestry Mechanization, Afaka, in Kaduna State 
relocated the school campus to a safer place 
within Kaduna city centre. Some schools in the 
hinterlands of Kaduna were temporarily closed 
and later, the State Government officially 
directed a shutdown of select schools located 
at the outskirts of the city. A story related to 
the closure of schools is published thus: Many 
schools shut as insecurity disrupts learning in 
4 states | Dailytrust

IMPACT 

The report exposed Ogun State as one of the 
states where farmers and traders engaged 
in the killing and selling of Pangolins’ as well 
the scale of the activites. The investigation 
revealed how farmers and the locals residing 
around forest reserves killed the animals 
deemed an endangered species despite 
the law prohibiting such practice. The story 
made an appreciable impact.The Pangolin 
Conservation Working Group of Nigeria 
(PCWGN), a Non-Governmental Organisation, 
which seeks protection and preservation 
of Pangolins in Nigeria, has rescued and 
rehabilitated more than five Pangolins in 
Ogun and its neighbouring Ondo State. Also, 
in April 2021, three pangolins were rescued by 
the PCWGN in Ondo and Ogun States. The 
rescue, ironically, occurred at the time when 
some locals killed a ten-year male elephant in 
Itashin Forest in Ijebu East Local Government 
of the state. 

From Peter Moses, Abeokuta

International environmental activists have 
fi ngered Nigeria as one of the sources of 
traffi  cking pangolin. Th ey claim that the 

animal is going into extinction because the 
Chinese smuggle them into China. In this report, 
Daily Trust reporter investigates the chain of 
pangolin hunting and selling in Ogun State. 

Safi riyu Bisiriru, in his 60s, was daring in 
his response, when asked if he knew killing of 
pangolin, an animal classifi ed as “endangered 
species” was criminal.

 Bisiriyu said, “Yes, it is against the law to kill 
pangolin, but should hunters die of hunger? What 
choice do they have?”

Bisiriyu is the Baale of Aba Kurudu, a village 
around the Omo Forest Reserve in the state. 
He, like many other locals in the area, would 
do anything to justify hunting for and killing of 
pangolin; the quiet and nocturnal animal. 

He further said, “I am not a hunter, but I know 
our people hunt and kill pangolin most times to 
eat and earn a living. Th at has been the practice 
from time immemorial. So, how would people 
survive if you say they should stop killing it?”

According to fi ndings, pangolin is one of the 
fi ve animals that are critically endangered in 
Nigeria. Researchers also say pangolin is the most 
traffi  cked animal globally and Nigeria has been 
fi ngered as where pangolin scales are smuggled 
into from neighbouring countries like Benin, 
Cameroun, Chad and Niger Republic before 
they are shipped to Asian countries like China, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, among others.

Th e UNODC’s World Wildlife Crime Report 
(2016) stated that: “Whole pangolins in Nigeria 
can range in price from $7 to $15, while their 
scales alone would sell for as much as $250 per 
pangolin in the destination markets.

“Pangolins smuggled to Asia are unlikely 
to originate from Nigeria as the species is near 
extinction in the country.”

Pangolins are being hunted for various 
purposes, including for food, traditional 
medicine, fashion accessories, and are considered 
a delicacy in many parts of Asia.

Pangolin in Ogun
Pangolin, locally called aka in Ogun State, is a 

shy, scaly and harmless non-human mammal. Th e 
animal is becoming increasingly well known for 
one reason: it is believed to be the world’s most 
traffi  cked non-human mammal. 

In Ogun, fi ndings by Daily Trust revealed that 
pangolins are hugely found in the Omo Forest 
Reserve. Th e animal is a regular meat hunted and 
eaten in various homes in the state, especially in 
communities around the forest. Apart from this, 
the scales are sold to businessmen who come 
regularly.

In Abeokuta and other major towns in the state, 
not many people know or have come in contact 
with pangolin. However, virtually anybody above 
a toddler recognises pangolin in the remote areas 
owing to its availability and accessibility.

Our correspondent visited J4, Aba Kurudu, 
Baoku, Olooji, Abeku, Oloronbo and Ijebu-
Imusin, Kajola, all villages and communities in 
Ijebu North, Ijebu East and Ijebu North East 
local government areas, where pangolins are 
commonly found. 

In the communities, pangolin is the everyday 
meat and is available at local restaurants. A piece 
of pangolin meat was sold for N250 at a restaurant 
visited by our correspondent in J4 community. 

Idowu Ogunyemi (27) has been hunting for 13 

years. He told Daily Trust that the animal could 
be found in large numbers in the Omo Forest 
Reserve and other neighbouring forests where he 
hunted. 

POgunyemi said, “It’s as if God created and 
dumped them here. It’s very huge here. If I set 
out for pangolin, I can kill about 12 in a day. It’s a 
harmless animal. At imes you don’t need to shoot 
it, you pick it alive. You can only shoot it if it is far 
or on a tree.  

Ogunyemi, however, said, “I don’t like the 
smell. I only kill them based on request. Th e only 
person I kill pangolin for is my mother because 
she sells food.” 

A 55-year-old hunter, Adejayan Oladejo, told 
Daily Trust that, “Pangolin is an animal that does 
not give us stress. When we go to farm or to hunt , 
we see pangolin as bush allowance. We don’t shoot 
at pangolin, we just catch it even if it goes up the 
tree, you will sit under the tree and it will come 
back to you. We see it just the way we pick up snail 
in the forest; no trouble at all.”

When asked how many pangolins he has killed, 
Oladejo said,  “I have killed up to 100 pangolins.”

Hunters defy laws banning killing and 
hunting of pangolin  

Hunters, for decades have killed the animal 
despite international and local laws banning the 
practice.  

For instance, the Wildlife Preservation Law of 
Ogun State 2016, in its First Schedule, prohibits 
the killing, hunting and capturing of pangolin and 
47 other animals and birds. Th e law only allows 
for killing of animals “in self defence”.

Section 4: Animals not to be hunted without 
special licence 

1. No person shall hunt, kill or capture: 
(a)   any of the animals or birds mentioned in 

the First Schedule;
(b) any of the animals mentioned in the 

First and Second Schedules if the animal be (a) 
immature or (b) a female accompanied by her 
young; or 

(c) any female antelope,
unless he is authorised by a special licence or 

other authority under this law.
2. Any person contravening the provisions of 

this section shall be liable to a fi ne of N50,000 or, if 
the off ence relates to more animals than two, a fi ne 
of N25,000 in respect of each animal or in default, 
in either case, imprisonment for six months:

Provided that in the case of an off ence under 
paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of this section 
if the off ender shall satisfy the court that he 
committed the off ence unintentionally, he shall be 
liable to a fi ne of N500 for a fi rst off ence and of 
N2,000 for any subsequent off ence.  

Why we kill, hunt and sell pangolin – Hunters 
In separate interviews with Daily Trust, hunters 

explained that they killed pangolin to eat and sell. 
Th ey described its meat as “delicious”.

“Pangolin meat is sweet and very good,” 
Ogunwole Gbenga, who said he has been hunting 
for 30 years, noted.

Th ey equally justifi ed killing of the animal 
despite the prohibiting laws. 

“Whoever says an elder shouldn’t farm must 
be ready to provide food. Th e government said 
we should stop hunting pangolins that we use 
for our food, what provisions are they making as 
alternative? 

“Th ey (government) are only selfi sh. People 
that have no other way, what do you expect them 
to do?” Gbenga asked.

Continuing, he said, “Th ere are lots of animals 
to hunt, but it is easier to hunt pangolins. Th e 

government should assist people even on their 
farms. Hunting isn’t easy; we are just fi nding 
means to survive.”

Oladejo corroborated Gbenga’s views, saying,  
“Th e government said we shouldn’t kill pangolin, 
but people will kill it because they have to eat. 
Th ere is no way the government is monitoring 
that. If I kill because I want to eat, I will do it 
discreetly and no one will know.”

Findings by our correspondent revealed 
the Chinese are the benefi ciaries of the sale of 
pangolins, especially the scales.

A pangolin goes for N4,000 and N7,000, 
depending on its size, the hunters told Daily Trust.

Th e hunters told our correspondent that the 
Chinese used middlemen who regularly visited 
the remote areas and bought the scales on their 
behalf.

“No Chinese will come to this bush and buy 
pangolin or the scales. Th ey send middlemen or 
women who come here and buy on their behalf,” 
Ogunyemi explained.

Oladejo further said, “Th e Chinese have not 
been here to buy, but I know they are in Nigeria. 
We have people from Epe and Ijebu coming to 
buy. It is the Chinese that have made pangolin 
to be expensive. If it has been killed, you sell at 
N3,000, but if it is alive, you sell at between N5,000 
and N7,000.

Madam Gladys Oko, an indigene of Abia State, 
told Daily Trust at J4 community that she sold 
pangolin scales to merchants who in turn sold 
them in Lagos for onward exporting. 

She said, “I sell pangolin when I see it. If I see a 
dead pangolin, I remove the scales to sell, the live 
one I sell that way. People buy at the Orita Market, 
it sells for N3,000, N4,000, N3,500; it depends. 

“For the scale, it is expensive and is based on 
measurement. Our people buy from us and take 
abroad, but they have stopped buying since it was 
seized (at the port).” 

From J4 to Baoku and Aba Kurudu 
communities, our correspondent only sighted 
a live pangolin caged and awaiting its buyer, 
signaling that the animal is going into extinction.  

Th e hunters confi rmed that animal populations 
had reduced in the forest unlike what was 
obtainable in the past. 

Th e leader of hunters in J4, Oduntan Onafi jabi, 
said pangolins were now scarce and explained that 
the animal had reduced “not because of killing” 
but because of farming activities that had taken 
over the forest reserves.

“Pangolins used to be much here, but when our 
farmers used up all our reserves to plant cocoa, we 
know longer see them. We used to see pangolin 
on the road at night, but now you will work up to 
10km before you will see one,” he explained.

Last year, former President Olusegun Obasanjo 
while addressing members of the Pangolin 
Conservation Guild of Nigeria (PCWGN) in 
Abeokuta, expressed shock that pangolin “is going 
into extinction as a result of human activities.”

Th e PCWGN is a Non-Governmental 
Organisation (NGO) for the protection and 
preservation of pangolins in Nigeria.

Obasanjo, an ambassador of the association, 
said, “I was shocked to fi nd out that it is now 
becoming diffi  cult to get pangolin. When I 
was growing up in the village, pangolins were 
everywhere. I asked what we could do to preserve 
them and they told me that they (pangolins) do 
not survive in captivity, and I said I don’t believe 
that that is right. 

“Pangolin just happens to be one of other 
endangered animals, there are a number of others, 

both vegetation and animals that are disappearing 
fast and we should stop their disappearance 
because the more they disappear, the more 
incomplete our own life and living are.”

China, Vietnam, Hong Kong and Singapore 
are benefi ciaries

A new survey report by the WildAid on 
widespread bushmeat consumption in Nigeria 
in January indicated that China, Vietnam, Hong 
Kong and Singapore are the greatest benefi ciaries 
of the pangolin products smuggled out of Nigeria.   

WildAid is a non-profi t organisation with 
a mission to end illegal wildlife trade. It works 
primarily to reduce global consumption of 
wildlife products such as elephant ivory, pangolin 
scales, rhino horn and shark fi n.

Th e report revealed the chain of pangolin scales 
trade from local hunters, bushmeat sellers and 
Chinese middlemen and eventual smuggling out 
of the country. 

Th e report particularly indicated that the 
high consumption of bushmeat in Nigeria is 
aiding illegal wildlife trade despite existing laws 
prohibiting such.

According to the report, 71 per cent of those 
surveyed in major cities of Lagos, Abuja, Port 
Harcourt and Calabar had consumed bushmeat 
at some point in their lives and 45 per cent had 
consumed it within the last one year.

Th e report noted that the consumption 
of bushmeat only declined during the Ebola 
outbreak, but increased again “aft er publicity died 
down.”

Stating its fi nding on pangoling, the report 
said, “With pangolins considered the world’s 
most traffi  cked mammal, bushmeat traders 
say they receive live pangolin from hunters in 
neighbouring towns and villages which lie close 
to forest habitats. In most cases, the hunters 
sell directly to market traders who then display 
them in the market for onward purchase from 
individuals and Chinese expatriates. While the 
meat is consumed locally, bushmeat traders 
oft en work together to consolidate scales from 
their sales into large quantities and sell to mostly 
Chinese expatriates, who then export the scales 
illegally to China, Vietnam, Hong Kong and 
Singapore.

“In some cases, Chinese middlemen also visit 

rural communities to purchase directly from 
agents or intermediaries who aggregate supplies 
from hunters. 

“Bushmeat market traders say scales originating 
from Cameroon, Gabon, Central Africa Republic 
and Democratic Republic of Congo are also 
brought to Nigeria which are then added to 
whatever is sourced locally before exporting 
overseas. Th ough pangolins account for just two 
per cent of species consumed by those surveyed, 
Nigeria is in fact considered to be one of the largest 
markets for pangolin meat, demonstrating the 
outsize impact that even low levels of consumption 
can have on protected species.”    

Our battle against pangolin smuggling – 
Regulatory agencies 

Th e Coordinator of the National Environmental 
Standards and Regulations Enforcement Agency 
(NESREA) in Ogun State, Aliu Adekunle, told 
Daily Trust that the state offi  ce was just created 
last year and as such he could not say much on the 
NESREA activities regarding pangolin.

He, however, said the regulatory agency had 
regulations protecting the endangered species, 
including pangolin, but expressed concern on lack 
of implementation.

“Th e only thing I can say is that the agency 
had developed a regulation regarding endangered 
species. But where the problem lies is the 
implementation,” he told Daily Trust. 

Adekunle referred our correspondent to 
NESREA Lagos liaison offi  ce which jurisdiction 
covers Ogun State. When our correspondent 
contacted the liasion offi  ce, its Director, Dr 
Otitoligbon, said, “All correspondences should be 
directed to the national headquarters in Abuja.”

However, the Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), 
Federal Operating Unit (FOU), Ikeja, told Daily 
Trust how it had assisted in tackling smuggling of 
pangolin scale out of the country.

Th e spokesman of the FUO, Peter Duniya, 
told our correspondent that in the last one year 
the FUO had seized 9,504.1kg of pangolin scales 
valued at N10. 264bn. 

Duniya explained that pangolin scales were 
being smuggled out of the country through 
concealment, but that the customs operatives 
had always busted the deals through intelligence 
reports.   

“Because they are endangered species, we have 
laws protecting them from going into extinction. 
By virtue of those laws, they are prohibited.

“To detect the smuggling requires intelligence. 
Most times, we rely on intelligence gathering.

“Anything that is smuggled normally comes 
through concealment. Th ey conceal them 

alongside other goods that could be legitimately 
exported. So, they try to conceal them in between 
those goods,” he told Daily Trust. 

Ogun plans stringent measures, says forestry 
commissioner

Th e Ogun Commissioner for Forestry, Tunji 
Akinosi, told Daily Trust that government was 
currently reviewing the 2006 law banning hunting 
and killing of pangolin and other endangered 
species. Th is, he said, required stringent measures 
and penalties to deter those indulging in the 
unlawful practice. 

“Th is law has, however, been reviewed by 

the ministry and passed by the 8th legislature, 
but could not be assented to by the immediate 
past governor.   Th e   process   of   passing   
the   reviewed   law   by   the   9th legislature 
and assented to by the governor has however 
commenced. 

“Apart from putting stringent measures and 
penalties in the reviewed law to deter poaching 
on elephants, as well as pangolin and other 
endangered   animal   species,   the   government   
has   commenced   the process of establishing 
wildlife sanctuary at Itasin Forest where some of 
the elephants from Omo Forest Reserve migrated 
to,” he said.

‘Poverty, weak laws, lack of implementation 
fuel practice’

Th e General Manager of the Wildlife Park 
at the Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential Library 
(OOPL), Abeokuta, Ajayi Oluwadamilare blamed 
poverty, weak laws and lack of implementation 
and commitment on the part of the government 
as some factors fuelling the practice.

“Th e major challenge we have is that Chinese 
people will come and give N10,000 to some 
people and then they smuggle it out.

“From our fi ndings, one pangolin can go for 
as much as N12,000; N14,000 and  N15,000, 
depending on the size. Chinese people can aff ord 
to give you up to that, because they will sell it for 
as much as $100,” Oluwadamilare lamented.

He added that, “Another challenge is the 
middlemen. Th ose are the ones who collect from 
the farmers and sell; because that is their source 
of livelihood. Th ey collect from diff erent sources. 
Th e Chinese will not go to the hunters; they go to 
the women who act as middlemen.

“Th e problem is enforcement. Th e laws are 
there, but who is going to enforce it? Is it the 
policemen who have not heard of pangolin 
before or the judge who is hearing it for the fi rst 
time? Th ey are going to just look at it and say 
there are serious cases on ground. Until we have a 
section that will be dedicated to arresting, maybe 
from the federal government.”

Way out – Experts 
Th e Chairman of PCWGN, Prof Olajumoke 

Morenikeji, told Daily Trust that they had 
rescued several pangolins from Ogun State, 
rehabilitated them and returned them to the 
perfect forest area where they could live.

Prof Olajumoke said there were plans to 
create alternative sources for those who hunted 
pangolin to earn a living. 

She further said, “In Ogun State alone, we 
have rescued close to 10 since the time we started 
working. What we do is to rescue them anywhere 
we can fi nd them. We have rescued in Lagos and 
Osun states, everywhere; even in Imo State. It 
depends on where we see pangolin.

“We have done quite a lot of research on 
pangolin. We now have Pangolin Conservation 
and Reserve Centre where we can take care of the 
pangolin and make sure that they cause no harm 
aft er rescue.

“We are not relenting in our eff ort, some 
hunters now understand what we are saying, 
we call them born again hunters. Some of 
them are now preaching to others to leave the 
animals because they are not many again, but 
because of the poverty level in the country, it is 
quite diffi  cult for some people to stop since they 
have no alternative. We are looking at providing 
alternatives for the hunters and bushmeat sellers. 
It is a hydra-headed problem; we are trying to 
look at several means of attacking it.”

On its part, WildAid in the report recommends 
improved enforcement of wildlife laws with a 
specialised and well-resourced multi-agency 
unit, as well as strengthening of anti-corruption 
eff ort to tackle wildlife crimes.

“Strengthening anti-corruption eff ort and 
improving accountability and transparency 
mechanism among agencies fi ghting wildlife 
traffi  cking will also help protect wildlife. 
Recently, the US State Department elevated the 
status of Nigeria from a “Focus Country” to a 
“Country of Concern” on illegal trade, citing 
“serious concerns” about rampant corruption,” 
the WildAid report said.

Th is report was sponsored by Daily Trust 
Foundation with support fromb the MacArthur 
Foundation.
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Saving Ogun’s endangered pangolins
Government says we shouldn’t kill pangolins, what’s the alternative? – Hunters

  Leader of hunters in J4 community, 
Oduntan Onafi jabi

The impact of some investigative stories 
published (Continues)
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SEVEN YEARS OF HUMAN TOUCH: 
A REPORT OF DAILY TRUST FOUNDATION’S 
INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS (IDPs) 
INTERVENTION FUND IN NORTH-EAST 
(2016-2021)
INTRODUCTION

Female students at Future Prowess Islamic Foundation, Maiduguri. Some of them 
enjoy scholarships provided by Daily Trust Foundation for their basic education.

Daily Trust IDPs Fund
As part of its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities, Media 
Trust Limited, in 2015, decided to launch the North-East Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) Fund in order to respond to the needs of 
some of the displaced persons in the conflict zone. The Fund was 
launched on August 26, 2015, and the sum of N150 million was donated 
by well-meaning Nigerians, corporate organizations and Foundations. 
Of significance was the donation of N100 million to the Fund by the 
Dangote Foundation. The intervention fund was deployed as follows: 
Borno State (40%), Yobe (30%), Adamawa (20%), Gombe (5%) and other 
IDP Camps across the North (5%).

In order to judiciously administer the intervention fund, Daily Trust 
Foundation set up a governing board, made up of the late Wada 
Maida (Chairman), while Dr Mairo Mandara, Chief Isiaq Ajibola, the 
late Muhammad Bello Ilyas Damagun, Dr. Nuru Yakubu, and the 
Chief Executive Officer of Dangote Foundation, Zouera Yousfoufou, 
were members. The Foundation  partnered with Non-Governmental 
Organizations on ground in the North-East, providing humanitarian 
services in diverse areas of needs. The NGOs include the following: 
Future Prowess Islamic Foundation; Centre for Integrated 
Development and Research (CIDAR); Gabasawa Women and 
Children Initiative (GWCI); 1-Ummah Initiative; Federation of Muslim 
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Women’s Associations in Nigeria (FOMWAN), Yobe; and Grassroots 
Environmental Support and Development Initiative (GESDI). Others 
are Project 3-CER Nigeria; Federation of Muslim Women Association 
of Nigeria (FOMWAN), Adamawa; Women in Dawa’ah; Ummah 
Support Initiative; Shehu Usman Abubakar Foundation; and Girl-
Child Concerns. These organizations, out of over fifty NGOs who 
submitted proposals to administer humanitarian services, received 
funding  from  the donations received by Daily Trust Foundation. 

Faces of women who benefited from Daily Trust Foundation support programme. 

Report on IDPs Intervention Fund in 
North-East (Continues)

Partners in IDPs Fund project
Partnering NGOs Area of Focus Amount (N)

Likeminds Helping women in IDP camp to acquire 
skills

6,200,000

Shehu Usman Abubakar 
Foundation

Distribution of relief materials to IDPs 5,600,000

Green Environment Support Capacity building for women in IDPs 
camps

11,200,000

FOMWAN Yobe Capacity building for women in IDP camps 11,200,000

FOMWAN Adamawa Capacity building for women in IDP camps 11,200,000

Future Prowess Basic education for orphans due to 
violence in North-East

11,200,000

Centre for Women & Adolescent 
Empowerment

Capacity building for women in  IDP camps 11,200,000

Centre for Integrated 
Development & Research

Capacity building for women in IDP camps  6,200,000

I-Ummah Support for women in IDP camps  6,200,000

Girl-Child Concerns Basic education for girls in IDP camps 10,000,000

Ummah Support Initiative Capacity building for women in IDP camps 1,000,000

Women in Da’awah Capacity building for women in IDP camps 1,000,000

Gabasawa Women & Children 
Initiative

Capacity building for women in IDPs 
camps

8,000,000

Total N100,200,000



22

The outcome of the various interventions is presented below:

Water Supply Projects:
Under this intervention, the IDPs fund was deployed for the 
construction of new boreholes and rehabilitation of broken down 
pumps and motorized boreholes, in order to provide safe drinking 
water to various communities affected by activities of terrorists. To 
date the following communities in Borno States have benefited from 
the borehole project: Bulabulin Alajeri; Bulabulin Boriye 1; Bulabulin 
Boriye 2; Bulabulin Shuwari; and Jiddari Polo. Others are Wulari; 
Gamboru; Garannan; Fori; and Limanti Tansula. Other successfully 
executed water supply projects are at Elbadawy IDP Camp, Alhaji 
Ahmed Grema Camp in Borno State, Hausari in Buniyadi town of 
Gujba Local Government Area of Yobe State, and Anguwar Mission 
Gulak in Adamawa State.  

As a testimony to the intervention, the Village Head of Hausari, 
Ali Abuna, said the project had eased the suffering of his people 
from the lingering water scarcity around the area. According to 
him, “access to water is very essential, particularly to a community 
like ours that is just recovering from  destructions by Boko Haram. 
Before now, we used to send our children  to fetch water from a 
far distance because we had no single tap water around here. We 
thank the donors immensely for this gesture.” 

The Ward Head of Elbadawy Camp also said, “of all the boreholes 
constructed around here, that of Daily Trust Foundation stands out, 
in terms of water pressure.” Similar testimonies have come from 
various areas where the Foundation has provided safe drinking 
water for displaced persons.

LikeMinds

Shehu Usman 
Abubakar Foundation

Green Environment 
Support

FOMWAN Yobe

FOMWAN Adamawa

Future Prowess

Centre for Women 
& Adolescent Empowerment

Centre for Integrated 
Development & Research

I-Ummah

Girl-Child Concerns

Ummah Support Initiative

Women in Da’awah

Gabasawa Women & 
Children Initiative

N6.20m

Total N100.2m

Funding  from  the donations 
received by Daily Trust Foundation.

N6.20m

N10m

N1m

N1m

N8m

N5.60m

N11.20m

N11.20m

N11.20m

N11.20m

N11.20m

N6.20m
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Completed solar-powered borehole  at Elbadawi Camp, Muna Garage, Maiduguri, 
Borno State

Contractors Location Amount

Lucky 
Infrastructure

Buni Yadi, Gujba LGA, Yobe State 11,505,744.80

Stross Resources 
Limited

Grema Mohammed IDP Camp, Maiduguri, 
Borno State

 9,200,000.00

Stross Nigeria  
Limited

El-Badawi Camp Muna Garage, Borno 
State

11,059,000.87

Jali Drilling 
Company Limited

Anguwan Mission, Gulak, Madagali LGA,  
Adamawa State

11,550,476.40 

TOTAL 43,315222.07

Table of expenses on boreholes constructed in the North-East

Report on IDPs Intervention Fund in 
North-East (Continues)

Water projects
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Stross Nigeria Limited
(Muna Garage, Yobe)

Scholarship for Orphans:
Working with Future Prowess Islamic Foundation, operated by 
Barrister Mustapha Zannah, Daily Trust Foundation has facilitated 
the training of more than 300 children, made orphans as a result 
of the deadly and destructive activities of terrorists in Borno State. 
The children, between the ages of 5 and 13 years, were enrolled for 
nursery and junior secondary school classes at the Future Prowess 
Islamic Foundation. This scholarship involves the payment of basic 
school fees and the provision of breakfast, uniform, books, school 
bags, sandals, socks, soap and detergent for each of the orphans, as 
well as trauma counselling. Under the scheme, the sum of N10,000 
was paid per term for each pupil.
	
Apart from orphans, some less privileged children affected by 
the conflict in Borno State received various kinds of training with 
support from the Foundation to 1-Ummah Initiative, another Non-
Governmental Organization. Under the arrangement, 1-Ummah 
Initiative enrolled about 100 children under a scholarship scheme 
in the following schools in Borno State: Darul-Arqam Islamic School; 
Madarasatul li Tahfizul Quran li Kanz; An-Nahda College of Science 
& Islamic Studies; Ibrahim Islamic School; and Amina Memorial 
Islamic School. Other institutions where pupils were enrolled 
include Maiduguri Capital School; Madarasatu Darul Quran Wat-
tarteel Islamic School; Darul Salam Islamic School; Al-Huda College 
of Science & Islamic Studies; and Darul-Arqam Islamic School. 

Women Empowerment
Working with Gabasawa Women and Children Initiative (GWCI), the 
Foundation has assisted women in conflict-affected communities in 
Borno State to acquire skills they would need to sustain themselves.  
Beneficiaries of this intervention are in three local governments: 
Askira Uba, Biu and Gwoza, who were exposed to the following 
trainings: computer literacy; bead making; bag and shoes making; 
hair dressing; catering; small scale agriculture; therapeutic pedicure; 
and how to produce snacks. A report by our monitoring group says, 
“little as the project seems to be, it has transformed the lives of some 
of the beneficiaries to the next level, in terms of income generation, 
self-sustainability, and even the provision of relief materials.”

Types of Training LGAs Total

Computer Literacy 4 12

Bead Making 45 135

Hair Dressing 10 30

Catering (Kulikuli/groundnut oil 30 90

Firewood 30 90

Agriculture Smale Scale 30 90

Sewing 3 9

Cattle Fattening 20 60
Chart showing training activities conducted by Gabasawa Women and Children Empowerment 
Initiative (GWCI)

Report on IDPs Intervention Fund in 
North-East (Continues)

Lucky Infrastructure 
(Buni, Yobe)

N11.50m

Stross Resources Limited
(Maiduguru, Borno) N9.20m

N11.05m

Jali Drilling Company Limited
(Madagali, Adamawa) N11.55m

Expenses on boreholes constructed in the North-East TOTAL N43.31m
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Computer Literacy

Bead Making

Hair Dressing

Catering (Kulikuli/
groundnut oil)

Firewood

Agriculture Smale Scale

Sewing

Cattle Fattening

12

135

30

90

90

90

9

60

Training and number of participants

Also, through the Grassroots Environmental Support and 
Development Initiative (GESDI), the Foundation gave support to 
widows in the following communities: Pompomari, Bulama Kyara, 
Gwange and Dadin Kowa, Dogo Nini. The beneficiaries submitted 
small scale business proposals, were trained in their areas of interest 
and provided with small take-off capital and/or equipment, like 
sewing, machines.  Our collaboration with Federation of Muslim 
Women Associations in Nigeria (FOMWAN), Yobe has led to support 
for 55 widows in the following areas: groundnut oil production; 
tailoring; petty trading; animal rearing; mandawa; knitting, and small 
funding for petty trading. On its part, Women in Da’awah, through 
Daily Trust Foundation funding, trained IDPs in tailoring, shoe and 
bag making, soap making, GSM repairs, groundnut processing and 
bead making.

Health & General Welfare
The Foundation, in collaboration with the Federation of Muslim 
Women Association in Nigeria (FOMWAN), Adamawa State, provided 
food items for about 100 IDP families in the following settlements: 
Mbamba IDP camp, Ka’e Jaule IDP camp, and Yolde Pate IDP camp. 
Apart from provision of food items, FOMWAN conducted medical 

Some items being distributed to support women at an IDP camp in Maiduguri

Report on IDPs Intervention Fund in 
North-East (Continues)
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Support for an orphanage in Malali Orphanage Foundation, Kaduna

outreaches in the camps and provided nutritional training for 
women. Also, at Daware, Malkohi and Sangere IDP locations, 
Project 3-CER Nigeria conducted health outreach and economic 
empowerment training activities for women. 
	 Furthermore, at IDP camps in Durumi and New Kuchigaro 
in Abuja, where displaced persons from the North-East are 
found, Ummah Support Initiative built a bathroom, distributed 
personal hygiene kits, took them through nutritional training for 
children, and provided clothing materials for pregnant women 
and children. In Gombe State, the Foundation worked with 
Shehu Usman Abubakar Foundation to provide relief materials 
for about 1,000 IDPs in that State in form of payment of school 
fees for some children in IDP camps, soft loans to traders, 
better makeshift accommodation for some, skills acquisition 
programme and healthcare support. 

Focus on Girl-Child
The girl-child is, perhaps, most vulnerable during conflicts. 
Therefore, working with Girl-Child Concerns, the Foundation 
provided support for them in several areas. About 20 of them 
in IDP camps were provided with funding to receive junior 
secondary school education, 100 women were provided with 
start-up capital to commence petty trading; another 100 
were trained on peace education, peace building skills, de-
radicalization skills, strengthening community vigilance and 
community support. Also, 10 families were relocated from IDP 
camps to permanent settlements. 

Conclusion
Seven years after Daily Trust Foundation launched the IDPs 
Fund project, many households and communities in the North-
East have reaped its benefits in diverse ways. However, efforts 
to end the conflict, to ensure families relocated to their homes 
and begin to live their normal lives, have not yielded the desired 
results. It is for this reason that Daily Trust Foundation has kept 
the appeal for support open for contributions from kind-spirited 
Nigerians and corporate organizations. Donations to this Fund 
will be utilized with transparency and accountability. 

Report on IDPs Intervention Fund in 
North-East (Continues)
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Since 2015, Daily Trust Foundation has collaborated with 
several local and international media organizations to build 
the capacity of journalists in the North to participate in the 
emerging fields of journalism. More than 400 journalists 
have benefited from the training activities conducted in 

Abuja and the three geopolitical zones in the North. Below are some 
of the organizations with which DTF collaborated:

International Center for Journalists (ICFJ)
In 2019, the Foundation collaborated with the International 
Center for Journalists, a United States-based media innovation 
outfit, for a period of 10 months. During that period, the 
Foundation provided an ICFJ Fellow, Hannah Ojo,  with 
facilities for engaging in fact-checking and the sharing of fact-
checked stories on social media platforms. The collaboration 
led to the production of over a dozen investigative stories 
that exposed mis-information, mal-information, and dis-
informantion, in the run-up to the 2019 elections.

Africa Check
Africa Check is one of the organizations that pioneered fact-
checking in Africa. In 2018, Daily Trust Foundation collaborated with 
this organization in training journalists in the three geopolitical 
zones in the North in the craft of fact-checking and verification. 
Over a period of six months the collaboration helped build the 
capacity 60 journalists in the North-West (Kano), North-Central (Jos) 
and North-East (Yola), as they were taken through how to detect 
fake news, how to use digital tools for verification, and the processes 
involved in amplifying the outcome on the investigative enterprise.

Code for Africa
With Code for Africa, the continent’s foremost data journalism hub, 
Daily Trust Foundation has trained about 70 journalists between 
2018 and 2020, an average of 22 journalists per  year. Participants in 
the nine-month training programme per year, made up of reporters, 
senior reporters, and line editors, were trained in the various 
ramifications of data journalism - from data mining, cleaning, 
analysis, to visualization. Over that period, participants were taught 
how to use tools available on Google suite. This collaboration has 
built the capacity of many journalists in data journalism, as they 
have become specialists in this genre of investigative reporting. 

Collaborations
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Centre for Journalism Innovation and Development 
(CJID)
The Centre for Journalism Innovation and Development (CJID) 
and Daily Trust Foundation (DTF) have collaborated in training 
journalists in Fact-Checking and Verification under Dubawa 
Fellowship. Under the arrangement, DJID trained Daily Trust 
journalists in the craft of fact-checking. Those who demonstrated 
proficiency during the training participated in a six-month 
Dubawa fellowship, during which they produced several fact-
checking and verification stories. In 2020, Francis Iloani, a staff of 
Daily Trust, won Dubawa’s best fact-checked story award, from 
among entries from journalists in West Africa. 

Human Development Initiative (HDI)
In 2019, Daily Trust Foundation (DTF) collaborated with Human 
Development Initiative (HDI) and Civic Media Lab (CML) in 
a landmark investigation into the state of Universal Basic 
Education Commission (UBEC) funded projects between 
2010 and 2015 in two states and FCT: Lagos, and Kaduna. With 
support from MacArthur Foundation, the collaboration, in 
a 49-page report unveiled in 2020,  revealed decadence in 
basic education infrastructure and the waste of resources by 
government. It recommended measures to curtail the wrong 
application of resources under the UBE scheme.

Collaborations (Continues)

UK Department for International Development (DFID)
Daily Trust Foundation, with support from the UK’s Department 
for International Development (DFID) through Adam Smith 
International & Springfield Centre, trained journalists in the field 
of solutions journalism. The collaboration was executed under a 
project called ENABLE2 (Enhancing Nigerian Advocacy for a Better 
Business Environment). From 2016 to 2019, over 100 journalists across 
the North were trained on how to report agriculture, Small and 
Medium Scale Enterprises, and Women-in-Business, from solutions 
perspective. Participants were taken through how to use journalism 
to proffer and advance solutions to some of the besetting challenges 
faced by farmers, traders and women in rural areas whose business 
engagements were hampered by limited knowledge of available 
resources and the lack of viable strategies.
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DTF upgrades, rehabilitates 
Dikumari PHC in Yobe State  

The Daily Trust Foundation, in partnership with Yobe State 
Government and the North-East Development Commission 
(NEDC), has begun the upgrading and rehabilitation of the 

Primary Healthcare Clinic (PHC) in Dikumari, Damaturu, Yobe State.

The project is part of the Foundation’s efforts at cushioning the 
effects of the decade-long insecurity on the people of the North-
East. The activities of Boko Haram in Borno, Yobe and Adamawa 
States since 2009 have displaced over two million persons in the 
region, and led to the destruction of social infrastructure, and caused 
the dearth of social amenities, including health, for the people who 
have refused to be moved to Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
camps.

Dikumari, a surbub of Damaturu, the Yobe State capital, has a 
population of about 15,000. The PHC in this community provides 
access to health for several adjoining villages, such that on a typical 
day, Junior Community Health Extension Workers (JCHEW), among 
them nurses and, midwives, are overwhelmed with numerous 
patients who seek medical attention.

As part of its intervention, Daily Trust Foundation is constructing a 
new labour ward, waiting area, remodelling the clinic, facilitating 
security by enhancing the perimeter fences, renovating the staff 
quarters, and providing medicines and consumables.  The NEDC will 
provide essential medical equipment, while Yobe State Government 
will pay the salaries and other incentives to health personnel in the 
facility.

Primary Healthcare Clinic in Dikumari, Damaturu, Yobe State
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Media Enterprise Lab 
(MEL) Project
Daily Trust Foundation has introduced the Media Enterprise Lab 
project, meant to help those in media and journalism fields to acquire 
knowledge and skills for self-sustainability and/or a second career. 
With funding from MacArthur Foundation, the courses under the 
project runs from 2022 to 2024. On the average, 30 journalists under 
go two months courses in six identified areas  to build on skills they 
may have acquired as practising journalists.

The six courses under the MEL project include:
1. Digital Marketing
2. Documentary Film-making
3. Book Writing & Editing
4. Managing a Non-Profit Organization
5. Freelance Journalism in the Digital Age
6. Document Digitization

The first of the courses was conducted in August and September 
2022. The topics covered included case studies on successful digital 
marketing strategies in Nigeria; fundamentals of digital marketing; 
video marketing, e-marketing; content marketing; media planning 
and strategy; web analytics; and online reputation management, etc.

Participants in the training talked about how the training impacted 
their lives. For instance, Mr Tobias Lengnan Dapam said, “This 
training programme has expanded my horizon in digital marketing. 
I now know how to plan a campaign, the tools to use and how to 
evaluate my activities, among others.” On her part, Hajiya Ruqaiya 
Saidu Abubakar, said, “The take away for me from the training are 
how to use search engine optimization to improve viewership; how 
to leverage email marketing to reach target audience; the various 
components of digital strategy; and how to manage reputation for 
brands and individuals.”  Mr Sani Momo Onogu, on his part said, “I 
now have a better understanding of the scope, tools and professional 
expertise required to be a successful player in the Nigerian digital 
space.”

The second course, documentary film-making, was conducted in    
November and December, 2022.

Some participants in the Digital Marketing training, conducted by Daily Trust 
Foundation in August and September, 2022
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